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“Friends in Christ, Serving 
Together with Love” 

Rally Day is the way we celebrate the beginning of the Christian 
Education program year. On September 9th after worship, stay for 
food, fun, games and prizes. Games will include corn hole, community 
of faith race, put on the armor of God game, and more. Weather 
permitting, games will be on the front lawn and the food tent will be set 
up on the west driveway (usually the exit). The east driveway, usually 
entrance only, will also serve as the exit for this day. This celebration 
will be fun for us and a great way to show the public that passes by 
that good things are going on at Avon Lake Presbyterian Church!  The 
Christian Education Committee has been working with the Worship & 
Spiritual Life and Evangelism Committees, as well as the Deacons to 
make this happen.  Come rally, revel, and rejoice! 

 

 

In awe, we Receive God’s Grace and Gospel. In gratitude, we Respond with Worship 
and Servanthood. In love, we Represent Jesus Christ as we minister  

to transform lives in family, community, and the world. 



 

 

Dear Friends!, 
          Starting the summer off in humid Texas with our youth acclimated me to heat 
this summer. We awoke to 85 degrees most mornings that stayed with us. Our 
southern friends taught us to drink a lot of water, stay out of the sun, and move 
slowly. I think that set me up to enjoy the hot, humid days which fell upon here.  I 
might be strange, but I enjoyed the late evenings in Avon Lake when 75 at ten pm 
felt cool because noon that day was 95, and strolling the lawn in the "cricket" music 
felt beautiful and good. God's world is always beautiful, but not always comfortable.  
           Early in June, six of us were asked by the Renewal Coordination team to 
create a common vision for our congregation. Three men and three women with varied experiences in our 
church, different perspectives on faith and life, and a common love for our congregation, we gathered five 
times to sift through evidence gained to discover a clear path ahead that all can tread. The evidence of God's 
call was what you all spoke and wrote at the three Renewal Events this year (History day, Salt and Light Bible 
study, Renewal Retreat). We read them all listening for commonalities.  
           We wrote the things in common on huge sheets of paper and stuck them around us on walls and 
poster holders so that your words would shine in our eyes. We prayed a lot and had a lot of fun as we thought 
deep and lightly about what it means to be a part of this church. The experience of being together for this holy 
purpose was happy and supportive, and made each of us a better and more connected person.  
            There were several "aha" moments and points in time when we believed the Holy Spirit was clearly 
communing and communicating with us. At the end, we were humbled to create a textual picture into our 
future that we think is faithful and true to the unique church that we are. This we shared with the Renewal 
Coordination team in mid August. After a period of questions and clarifications, the Coordination team 
understood the vision and felt enlivened and excited by the sense that our Lord is speaking to us through this 
process. Joy and hope.  
           I will share our vision through three sermons in September. We will all get a chance to see how we are 
an intrinsic part of our future. We will all get a chance to see what that looks like and how good it will be. But 
please do not expect to see a particular plan at this point.  The planning is the next step. When you read the 
common vision, you will see where we are going. It is the big picture, the postcards from the future that we 
will draw us forward into Christ's particular version of His Kingdom. In October, we will gather as a church to 
work next on 
creating those 
fun plans 
having joined 
together on 
our vision.  
      
 In Christ's 
love,  
 
Pastor 
Charlie 

Journey of Renewal 



 

Journey of Renewal 

Chick Flicks 

What’s up with our Renewal? 
Now that the lazy days of summer (or the crazy busy, go here, go 
there, faster!) days are drawing to a close, it’s time to start 
thinking Renewal again.  Throughout 2018, we have all been part 
of a series of Renewal events where we were able to engage and 
interact with each other, becoming a stronger community of faith-
-our Heritage Event, our Lenten Bible study, and our Visioning 
Event.  The Renewal Coordinating team listened and passed 
along ideas from these events to our Vision Panel late last 
spring. They worked hard to develop and draft the ALPC Guiding 
Vision. As we move into fall, this Vision will be shared with the 
congregation in a variety of manners.   
 

What is a Guiding Vision?   
It’s not a plan for action or a list of events or activities we want to accomplish...that comes later.  A Guiding 
Vision is a base for our church to build upon. It’s the measuring stick we’ll use when we decide what actions 
to take in the future.  It speaks to where we see God leading our congregation, grounded in the past and 
informed by the uniqueness of each member of this church.  It is an inspiring and inspired document that will 
encourage every member of ALPC to dream, to connect, and to act.  

As the summer winds down and the autumn months are upon us, several of us have sought 
of ways to stay connected other than on those Sunday morning coffee hours.  Hence, the 
proposed RESURRECTION OF CHICK FLICKS!    
 
On September 30th, from 5:30—8:30 pm, the women of ALPC (and any guests you may 
care to bring) are invited to join us as we watch; then discuss WAR ROOM.  This movie 
about the importance and impact of prayer is rife with discussion matter, which we will all 
gladly do as we "partake of a light repast.”  Details will follow in September's weekly 
bulletins.  Any questions should be directed to Amee Hoge-Dunfee at 480 678-4988.  

We are starting a new program year on Rally Day, September 9.  It is important that you contact the church 
office (933-6240 or alpresby@avonlakepc.org) when you want to plan a meeting or even just a gathering 
inside or out of the church.  This information will be put on the calendar for all to read.  Also, it is important to 
let the office know so the custodian knows who is in the building and the lock-up custodian knows when to 
come each evening. 

Meeting Notice 

We are currently looking for help with the Facebook Live videos during the Sunday morning worship 
service.  Our hope is to put 2-3 people together to help with the recording which would mean taping 1-2 
services per month.  A smart phone is required.  Of course, a short training session would be provided and it 
won’t take long- because it really is easy!  Once you’ve pressed “Record” – you just set the phone in the 
tripod and let it run until the service is over.  Please contact Julie Burr via phone (678.458.1172) or e-mail 
(alpcsocial@gmail.com) if you’re able to help one or two Sundays per month. 

Help Wanted 

mailto:alpcsocial@gmail.com


 

 

Music Ministry 

Notice to all Present and Future Choir Members 
 
It is time to get back in gear again!  Our first rehearsal will be on Wednesday evening September 5th. 
 

Bell Choir: 6:45 
Chancel Choir: 7:30 (Just for the first night.  Usual time is still 8:00) 
Choirs will have social time together from 7:30 to 8:00. 

 
We would love to have some new people join us.  Qualifications?  Bell choir members need to have basic 
knowledge of reading music.  Chancel choir members need to 
be able to carry a tune.  It helps to have a sense of humor for 
both groups, as we do enjoy a good laugh and enjoy each other 
besides the usual working together to make music. 
 
If you are interested in joining us or have any questions, please 
contact me 440-933-6240 or mhomer@avonlakepc.org  
 
See you on the 5th.                  Muriel Homer, Director of Music 

Our “Old Fashioned” summer of worship and fellowship has wound up.  The 
outdoor worship that was held on the front lawn and followed by the potluck and 
corn roast indoor picnic was a wonderful example of our church family 
worshiping and fellowshipping together.  The tent on the paved east driveway 
provided accessible and shaded seating, while more chairs situated on the lawn 
under the shade of the trees was comfortable and “outdoorsy” feeling in the 
perfect weather! 
Having Next Step musicians help with the summer worship music was a real 
treat!  We appreciate their willingness to sing and teach us new songs. 

We were blessed with several guest ministers from our Presbytery.  The variety and exposure they bring 
during Pastor Charlie’s absences helps raise our awareness of our relationship with God and the world.  We 
welcome feedback about these visiting preachers. 

The projection during the summer worship services had a couple of hiccups, but these problems have 
been resolved.  Our setup is on a Mac computer, while most of our technicians are PC users.  If anyone has 
Mac expertise they could lend to our program, we would be most grateful.  We also still can use some more 
helpers to create and present the slides.  Contact Beth Shoemaker for that.  The program is pretty easy to 
learn.  You don’t have to be a computer expert! 

A large part of our church family volunteers for worship positions: greeters, ushers, worship assistants, 
sound and projection technicians, and communion servers.  We are most grateful to have so many willing 
participants!  The schedules for most of these volunteer positions are filled months ahead of time and mailed 
out.  Also, a copy of the schedule is kept outside the church office for you to check if you forget.  The office 
sends out postcards to remind each volunteer when their week of service arrives, but it’s easy to miss them.  
We’re developing a way to also email you, so if you are out of town, you can still see the reminder.  However, 
it is essential that if you find out you can’t serve on your assigned Sunday, to please find a substitute among 
the other volunteers or switch places with them.  At least, inform the office that you can’t make it.  This would 
be so helpful! 

We’re continually evolving how we record our services.  The recent use of Facebook Live has been quite 
successful, though we have plans to improve the sound, particularly for the choir music.  We welcome 
feedback about how you use the recordings and how the system can be improved!  We want all to be able to 
worship with us, even if remotely!   Beth Shoemaker 

Worship Committee 
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Healing Prayer Ministry 

Thank A Soldier 

Catherine Marshall wrote a wonderful book titled Beyond Ourselves.  In this book 
is a chapter on “The Prayer of Relinquishment” and in this chapter she explains 
that we cannot experience God’s peace – the peace that passes understanding - 
until we relinquish everything to God.  It’s not that we don’t care about anything 
other than God – it’s that we TRUST God with everything.  Fear and love cannot 
take up the same space so if fear is in our heart there is no room for love and it’s 
the love that heals, reconciles, restores, energizes, gives us joy, and makes us 
whole.  If we are focused on the thing that we are praying for – focused on how 
desperately we need that prayer to be answered, we are locked into fear mode 
because we know that His unconditional, everlasting love is the only thing He has 
promised us.  We know there is a possibility that we may not get the answer to 
the specific prayer that we want.  However, if our focus is on God and how much 
He loves us, treasures us and delights in us - if our focus is on God’s goodness 
and what His Son did for us, our hearts are full of love and that love has the 
power to affect this world in numerous and wonderful ways.  That love has the 
power to help us believe it when we say – “God, you’ve got this.”  When we LOVE 
God with all of our heart, soul, strength and mind and TRUST Him relinquishing 

all of our life to Him, miracles happen.  
Every Sunday morning after the worship service, pray-ers are in the front of the sanctuary on the left side by 
the wheel chair ramp who would love to pray with you to help you put your focus on the love and goodness of 
God so that you can relinquish your fears and receive His peace and His healing.   

Submitted by Arlene Strauch on behalf of the Healing Prayer Ministry 

It's that time of year again to actively thank our brave 
enlisted men and women for their patriotic service to 
our country.  Our committee will be sending gift certifi-
cates to those stationed in the states and gift boxes to 
those stationed overseas.  We will accept monetary 
donations to help fulfill these gifts.  Please make your 
check payable to ALPC with "Thank-a-Soldier" in the 
memo line.  Thank you in advance for your love, pray-
ers and support for these dedicated service people. 
 
If you have a family member or friend serving in the 
armed forces not listed below, please contact Mandy 
Robison (440-653-9065).  Your committee would love 
to recognize their service.   
 

ALPC family and/or friends currently serving in the military: 
Bradley Biddle (Ruth Murphy's grandson/Peggy Biddle's son) 
Patrick Compton (Carol and Larry Madson's grandson) 
Evan Johnson (Beth and Jim Janis's nephew) 
Alex and Anastasia Lescarbeau (Amy and Beau Dansizen's nephew and wife) 
Kevin Poyer (friend of Sue Scott and George Lawson) 
Jamie Waddell (Kay Usher's grandson/Kathy and Bill Hamilton's nephew) 
Derek Weeden (Kristen and John Weeden's nephew) 

 



 

 

Presbyterian Women 

New Member Classes 

Rummage Sale – Save the Date 
 

This year’s rummage sale is scheduled for Thursday, October 25th with half-off 
day on Friday, October 26th. Watch for more information and helper sign-up in 
future Sunday bulletins. 

Lee Lohr, For Presbyterian Women 

Are you interested in the meaning of membership here at Avon Lake 

Presbyterian Church? Classes will be offered on the following Sundays 

after worship and grabbing coffee (about 11:20 am):  September 23 & 

30, and October 7. The three sessions will take place in Room 3 (by the 

Christian Education foyer) until about 12:30 pm. Attend if you think you’d 

like to become a member or if you’re already a member and want to 

meet others. Call Lee Lohr if interested (933-6240 or 440-396-6593). 

Thank you “Friday Walking Group”  
for  weeding the front and side of our church!  

We love volunteers like you! 

Wonderful Work 

 
For the next few weeks, the teachers at 

Cornerstone Preschool will be getting ready 
for the 2018-2019 preschool year to begin … 

cleaning and decorating classrooms, 
gathering important papers from parents and 
making sure we have all the supplies needed 

to start an awesome year! 

 
Congratulations to our 
new officers this year! 

 
Joy Harris, Deacon 

Will Wendling, Deacon 
Barbara Graves, Elder 

Barbara Schweitzer, Elder 
Linda Swartz, Elder 

Craig Young, Trustee 



 

Avon Lake Presbyterian Church 
Officers for 2018-2019 

 
 Class of:               Deacons   Board Duties 

 2020  Bernie Barnes  bbarnes03@icloud.com 
 2021  Shawn Brunner shawnbrunner@mjb-financial.com 
 2020  Julie Burr  julie@atlantanewhomesdirectory.com  Treasurer 
 2020  Kyle Burr  kburr1501@outlook.com 
 2021  Michael Ciarrone michaelciarrone@gmail.com  
 2021  Joy Harris  hillbillyjane1@yahoo.com  
  2019  Sue Maloney  smaloney311@gmail.com   
  2021  Mike Reighard  mikeboater23@gmail.com   
  2019  Terry Robison  nittany_77@yahoo.com 
  2020  Carolyn Rose  carolynwilderose21@gmail.com Co-Moderator 
  2019  John Weeden  weedenwaterproofing@gmail.com  Co-Moderator 
  2019  Will Wendling  williamwendling02@gmail.com 
 
 

Elders    Committee   
 
2019 David Burr  david.burr@akzonobel.com  Property 
2021 Jackie Butrey  jgb363@aol.com   Stewardship 
2021 Barbara Graves bjsgraves@gmail.com  Evangelism 
2020 Paul Haggerty  haggerty3@gmail.com  Evangelism 
2019 Kathy Hamilton kmhamilton228@gmail.com  Christian Education 

 2019  Kathy Leopold  leapinleok@hotmail.com  Mission 
2020  Margre Lind Mills lind-mills@oh.rr.com      Worship 
2019 Susan Reighard reighard4@gmail.com   Finance 
2021 Barbara Schweitzer barbschweitz@gmail.com   Stewardship 
2021 Linda Swartz  lindalu256@att.net   Christian Education 
2020  Marcy Uhl  muhl0710@oh.rr.com     Worship 
2020  Matt Wendling  matthewt.wendling@energizer.com Human Resources 

 
  

Trustees 
2019 Jim Janis  jjambo_us@yahoo.com 
2020 Tim Strauch  TFStrauch@aol.com 
2021 Craig Young  craig.l.young@oracle.com 
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Mission  

ALPC had a mission filled summer! 
We celebrated Pentecost with donations going to PCUSA and to support our youth traveling to Houston. 
We collected funds to fill fifty grocery bags with snacks for distribution to CRS families. We received more 
than enough in cash donations, so  we were able to send a contribution to LCM for the STEM summer camp. 
This LCM camp, with PACE students as counselors, had 120 children registered.  They provided lunch to 
campers daily and to neighborhood children as well!  Once again, Carol Madson volunteered to serve lunch to 
the children. 
 
We organized a Saturday Mission day in Oberlin and Lorain for our members. NEXT Step staff gave us their 
day off to supervise work on ramps and windows.  It was a memorable experience for all.  
 
We arranged Monday dessert fellowship time with each missionary group that stayed at our church. Special 
thanks to the ALPC groups including CE and Youth, Worship and Spiritual Life, Deacons, Session, Mission 
and Annalyse Mabe for hosting and providing the treats for all our guests.  
  
We collected 2¢-a-meal donations in coins and checks totaling over $329 for the Presbytery hunger programs 
in July. 
 
Looking ahead: October 7th is Peacemaking Sunday and November 4th & 11th we will be collecting food 

donations for "Holiday Meals".   

AND let's not forget how we worked closely with the NEXT Step staff ... 
Many of us agree that this was the best intern crew, ever.  We say that every year, but this summer was 
impressive with the teamwork among our ALPC staff, NEXT Step staff, and the visiting missionaries. 
 
Over 250 people called our church home this summer. They came from as far as Nebraska  and as close as 
Westlake. They represented  many denominations including Coptic Christians. Projects included several 
entrance ramps, some porch decking, painting and work on a preschool playground. Evidently lots of jack 
hammering concrete and asphalt and dry-walling too. We again enjoyed the Intern's music abilities during 
Sunday services. Hopefully, you were able to attend one of their worship times.  The videos, music and 
testimonies were inspiring.   
 
Thank you to the people that were friends to the staff this summer.  Amee and Rich Dunfee, Lee Lohr, Marcy 
and Gary Uhl, Bernie and Phil Barnes, Terry Linick, Margre and John Mills, Kathy and Bill Hamilton, Kathy 
Leopold, Jim and Beth Janis 
and Carolyn and Dan Rose. 
Special thanks to Beth 
Swartz, Linda Kotowski,  
Mandy Robison,  Jack 
Storm, Larry Madson and of 
course Cindi D. for pitching 
in as well. We were able to 
treat the NEXT Step staff to 
several meals, a pool party, 
many snacks and desserts 
and of course clean laundry 
throughout the summer.  An 
"End of the season Potluck" 
at the Uhl's gave us the 
chance to relax together, 
share stories and say our 
goodbyes.  Yah God! 



 

Liz Powers of Next Step Ministries has sent the following information for us: 
 

Hello Prayer Team, 
 
Thank you so much for your dedication to praying for the amazing Lorain County. Next Step has completed 
another summer program here and we have much to celebrate as well as much to look forward to for the fall. 
Please join us in the following: 
 

Prayer Requests: 
- This is the time of year where I get the privilege to follow up with each homeowner we work with during 

the summer. Please pray that I am able to connect each of them with other local organizations that can 
sustainably support them. Many homeowners experienced truly transformative experiences working with 
Next Step. Please join us in praying for sustained transformation! 

- Please join me in praying for each summer staff and participant who joined us in Lorain County this 
summer. That they can return to their communities with a new lifestyle of service, motivated to impact the 
communities they live in year round. 

- Please be in prayer for the many individuals who have applied for work to be done on their home. Pray for 
local people to feel empowered and equipped to respond to needs in our community year round. 

 

Celebrations: 
For all of you who enjoy seeing some statistics from the summer. Take a peek below and join us in 
celebrating what God has done here in Lorain County! 
 

287 Volunteers from 10 different states 
9 Summer Staff 
12 Homeowners 
22 Projects: 
- Ramps: 3 
- Roofs: 1 
- Porches: 3 
- Drywall: 4 
- Flooring: 2 
- Windows: 1 
- Garages: 1 
- Stains: 2 
- Playgrounds: 1 
- Shed: 1 

 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Mission (continued) 



 

 

I'm a foundation guy...I get calls from all kinds of different individuals whose basement walls have 
begun to fail, so they call and I go and try  to help.  Most of these calls come from homeowners  whom, I 
realize are wonderful people, but there are a few homeowners  who end up being hard to work with, and then 
some others who end up being crazy as the day is long...this is the story of one such homeowner, and the  
unexpected gift he ultimately gave me. 

About a decade ago, I received a call from a man  who was in need of  my services.  He lived in 
Westlake and owned a house whose basement walls leaked; one of which had pushed in to the point of 
needing to be excavated, then totally torn out and replaced with new concrete block and mortar.  He seemed 
normal enough as I went through the typical process of setting up an appointment, meeting with him, 
evaluating his foundation issues, drafting a quote with my proposed work, then finally submitting the bid to 
him, which in the end, he reluctantly accepted. 

His name was Jerry, he was an old Irish man  through and through.  Jerry was retired, in his late 70's, 
and didn't stand much taller than 5' high.  Throughout our work at his house, he would periodically appear  
from out of nowhere, and ask questions like "Hey John, will my walls be as waterproof as a screened door 
when you're done?,  or Hey John, should I buy my bait now for the trout stream I'll have running through my 
basement after your done?...and without fail his favorite question of all would be posed to me at the end of 
the day, "Hey John...can I get you a beer?" 

Several days I would need to decline because I had other obligations...bids I needed to go on, or 
proposals I needed to write, but on the days I would accept,  we would sit on his back patio and drink and 
talk.   Like a ping pong match, we would take turns trading tales of mischievousness throughout each of our 
own individual lives.  It seemed that we both would laugh again and again at the others stories, not because 
we felt we should...our laughter was sincere, coming from that wonderful place where heartfelt  joy is 
born...Ends up I found old Jerry to be interesting, intelligent, and a whole lot of fun!  

About a month after his job was completed, I began receiving voicemail's from him...sometimes four or 
five months would pass between them, and sometimes I would get three in the same week..."Hey John, it's 
Jerry, where are you at... in prison? Meet me for a beer...call me back  pal.", or "Hey John, it's Jerry, did the 
IRS finally catch up to you?  Meet me at that little pub by your house... you can buy me  a beer." 

So we would periodically meet at Close Quarter's pub, the tiny bar 
which sits only a short walk up the road from my home.  Many 
times it was only the owner of the bar, and only bartender at the 
time, Harry Schindler, myself, and the man, who through his many 
stories I came to learn, was known to most  as "The Westlake 
Wacko...Jerry Glasby." Harry would read his newspaper from 
behind the bar and half listen as Jerry and I sipped our beers, and 
traded stories with each other.  Jerry would talk about his early life 
working at The Cleveland Press, then evolving with the paper 
which we now know as The Cleveland Plain Dealer, including all 
the details of his antics with his coworkers in a time that  the 
"unimaginable" was tolerated in the work place.  
Harry and I would share stories of our own past, and of the pub 30 
years ago right after  he purchased it, which incidentally was about 
3 years AFTER I  first sat down there.  We talked about the days 
where there were no bathrooms in the pub, and you would need to 
use the bathrooms of the rental house behind the bar, which came 

as a package deal when Harry purchased it....and yes, we would sit and talk and laugh about all of  the 
"unimaginable" antics that were tolerated  in the early days of Close Quarters too. 

 Inevitably, after a couple of beers, Jerry would place his hand on my shoulder, move in a little closer 
so I would not miss a word that he was about to say, then quote some relevant bits of wisdom from Thoreau, 
or Walt Whitman, or  Nietzsche that related to our conversation.  Harry and I would look at each other, then 
back at Jerry, gifting him with a nod of our head or the raise of an eyebrow...then Harry or I would explain to 
Jerry that he was absolutely full of "it", then we'd all start laughing.  With my busy schedule, it was typically a 
struggle breaking away to meet Jerry...but I was always... always glad I did. 

John Weeden, Deacon Co-Chair 



 
This ritual went on for several years, until one day I received a solemn message from Jerry "Hey pal, 

it's Jerry...call me."  Hearing  the tone of  his voice, it was clear to me that something was wrong, so with 
trepidation, I called him back ... 

He answered "Hello."   "Hey Jerry, it's John.  I got your message...what's going on man?" 
"Hey John...did you hear  pal?"  "What are you talking about...hear what?"  "Did you hear about 

Harry?...he died pal." 
My heart immediately dropped...I had to pull my dump truck over to the side of the road.  It was like I 

was suddenly thrown into this weird unexpected alter-universe where suddenly, nothing seemed  real.  Jerry 
had no other details about it, he said a friend of his told him earlier that day, but no other words really seemed 
to penetrate me after he said  "he died pal.." 

I thanked Jerry for thinking of me and ended our call.  I sat in my truck looking out my window on the 
side of the road... stunned.  Strangely everything looked a bit different now...I tried remembering the last time 
I was in "The Quarter,” the last time I saw him, but I couldn't.  I only knew it had been a  long time. 

It was 2 in the afternoon, 2 hours before the bar would typically open its doors, but with the death of 
Harry I knew  it would be closed today, and probably for a long time after today too...maybe permanently.   I 
just wanted to see it...I don't know why...so I knew it was real maybe... Harry was gone now, maybe the Pub 
was gone  too... I really didn't know why, I just wanted to see it right then with my own eyes.  A feeling of 
uneasiness filled me as I approached the small pub, my heart sank again as I pulled in and saw Harry's car 
parked behind the bar, and a silhouette of a figure through the window... 

The words "Oh my God, it must be Carol" ran through my mind.  Carol is Harry's wife.  I parked my 
truck, took a deep breath, then opened my door.  I wanted to go in and tell her how sorry I was to hear about 
Harry.  I wanted to tell her that although I was just another guy in their bar, and Harry a bartender, that I liked 
him and cared for him, and my heart hurt because he was gone...and it just didn't seem real, or right that he 
was gone. I just wanted to put my arms around her, and tell her "I'm so sorry Carol." but the appropriate 
words seemed to escape me...so wounded with no script I opened the back door of the pub and walked in 
with a lump in my throat.  At the sound of the closing door, the figure behind the bar turned  to me...and to my 
astonishment...there stood Harry. 

Overwhelmed with illation and confusion, I took several strides towards him, then with no thought, I 
wrapped my arms around him and squeezed him as tight as I could... not only out of the unexpected joy of 
seeing that Harry wasn't gone, but also maybe to know that he was real.  

In his typical disapproving monotone voice, Harry said "What the hell are you doing, John?" 
I responded "I heard you were dead!" 
Then again in his typical fashion, Harry said very matter-of-factly, "Nope." 
I looked at him with tears in my eyes, then we both started laughing hysterically. 
I spent the rest of that afternoon sipping beer and talking with Harry.  I blew my afternoon off, and I 

couldn't care less...at that moment nothing else really seemed to matter.  He prepped the fryers while I slowly 
sipped my beer, and reminisced about all the characters that used to frequent the pub. We talked and 
laughed.   I told him he always made my wife's chicken wings too hot...he insisted that she liked them that 
way, he absolutely knew it because according to him, once she had complained  that they weren't hot 
enough, so any time after that, despite our pleading with him, he insisted on making them extra hot!  We 
laughed about "fricking Glasby" thinking Harry was actually dead, then laughed as I explained in detail how I 
was going to verbally berate him for it, the first chance I had.  Just the two of us sat and talked and 
laughed...it was emotional, and sweet, and sentimental, and unexpected, and really 
beautiful. 

Later that year Harry Schindler actually died... 
Everyday our lives pass by, with people moving in and out of them, at light speed it 
seems.  Search your heart for  the ones who touched you...I know it must sound so 
strange...but push yourself to grieve their deaths before they have actually left this 
world...feel every emotion within your loss, remember your time spent together, 
contemplate exactly how they impacted your life, understand their significance...then 
come hell or high water, go out and find them…  You see, something incredible happens 
when you mourn the loss of a loved one... You expand the capacity of your heart...This strange place where 
our hearts push their limits to feel a deeper pain, a deeper love...is the absolute place where miracles 
happen. 

As I sit in front of my computer, I realize it is time for me to look up ole Glasby...it has certainly been too 
long since we sat side by side hearing him quote a famous author,  and sipping a beer... and I need him to 
know that. 
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