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“Friends in Christ, Serving 
Together with Love” 

To accompany the Jan/Feb worship series, 
Pastor Charlie will be leading a Zoom book study  
on Wednesdays at noon from January 13 
through February 17. You may order the book 
from Amazon as a paperback or a download on 
your Kindle. The author explores the emotional 
word of Jesus as a first century Jewish man who 
happened to be the Messiah. Please purchase 
the book and read the first chapter, 
“Understanding our emotions” before the six 
week class begins.  

 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, January 31, 2021, at 11:00 am 

 

The purpose of the meeting is  
 to vote on the Pastor’s “terms of call” 
 to elect Elders, Deacons and a Trustee 
 to elect the 2021-2022 Nominating Committee. 
 to review the reports of all the committees 
 To review the 2020 Annual Report 

Per Capita 2021 
 All Presbyterians are called to take part in the ecclesiastical and administrative 

work shared by the whole church though per capita giving. The annual rate is a per-
member apportionment that is assessed biennially by the General Assembly.  (Book of 
Order, G-3.0106) All congregations — large and small — are encouraged to 
participate, either through an annual budget item or through a special direct appeal to 
their congregations. In your monthly offering envelope packet there is a special 
offering envelope specifically for your contribution to the Per Capita.  Per Capita is a 
“head tax” assessed by the denomination to help with the cost of the work in the local 
Presbytery, the Synod and the work of the General Assembly.  

The amount you need to pay per member is $32.41. 



 

 

       FROM THE PASTOR/ Charlie Swartz 

   Dear Friends, 
Last month our six Confirmation students (Meredith Cockburn, Jay Kneiss, 
Rory Knox, Henry Swartz, Madeline Waggoner, Penelope Wendling) joined 
the church. God was very evident through the gathering and poured out His 
Holy Spirit. When we had to curtail the classes back in March as the 
coronavirus hit us, I wondered how we could have a meaningful spiritual 
experience for those earnest students since we could not meet in person. But 
you know what? God found a way. In early fall the COVID cases had fallen in 
our region so that it was safe for the students to gather with their Covenant 
partners. They were able to meet twice before the massive upswing in cases 

moved our county to the highest infectious level, purple, and forced us to cancel meeting together. They were 
able to finish their statements of faith on their own and were ready to answer questions by the Session in 
December.  
 To have them be examined by the Session on Zoom took a lot of forethought and technological 
wizardry. The twelve Elders and six Covenant Partners and the six Confirmation students all joined one big 
Zoom meeting. The Covenant partners were Beth Shoemaker, Jeff Spenzer, Kathy Leopold, Craig 
Shoemaker, Marcy Uhl, and Leslie Knox. Each one had been chosen individually by the student as an adult 
in the church they admired and trusted. Jay Knox, who taught the students with me, explained the 
Confirmation process to the Elders, including how we adapted under COVID. Each Covenant partner then 
spoke briefly about their student. It was wonderful to listen to the observations that they had. Now it was time 
for each student to share their faith in Christ. Through electronic magic, each student and their Covenant 
partner and an Elder or two left the main Zoom room and entered their own private room.  
 Once in, the student read their statement of faith and then the adults asked them questions to elicit 
their faith responses. I sat in on one and was not surprised to hear that student speak genuinely of how God 
inspires, supports, and leads them. The adults were delighted and overjoyed to listen and learn of the depth 
of faith found in the heart of the student. After ten minutes, all regathered in the big room in which the Elders 
recounted the true faith they heard. Each Elder found themselves wholeheartedly endorsing the student they 
had the privilege to hear. A motion was made to receive them all as full members which was unanimously 
passed. For the Elders, the whole examination was such an affirmation of how the Holy Spirit is nurturing our 
children to become disciples of Christ. 
 The children’s parents were invited to join the celebration. They sat alongside their son or daughter 
with broad smiles on their faces, proud as can be. We then did the confirmation ceremony that you might 
have watched on worship if you attended the December 13 service. If you have not, go back and check it out. 
A unique and singular blessing occurred which will not happen when we are doing in-person worship. Instead 
of the pastor “laying hands” on their heads in the sanctuary, each child’s parents had the honor and intimate 
joy of being that intermediary between the child and God. Undoubtedly as the Holy Spirit was prayed down 
upon each child, that space in their house where they sat was made a holy sanctuary.  
 That is just a picture of one marvelous event that occurred in our church in Advent. There were so 
many! Advent worship was beautiful and spiritually rich as our theme was “I Believe in God Even When.” In 
spite of COVID, we continued our tradition of Christmas Caroling to over twenty people. Instead of singing, 
each of the three groups had a playlist on their phone paired with speakers that played carols for the visited 
household while the “carolers” danced about with signs decorated to say things like, “Merry Christmas We 
Love You!” I heard so many times phrases like, “I am so glad you came! ... This was so great!” and of course, 
“Merry Christmas!” 
 Our worship series will begin the 10th of January and is called, “The Passionate Jesus”. We will 
explore how Jesus shows us how to live and authentic life in which we do not need to hide behind any 
masks, but can be free to feel our emotions. We will learn like Jesus how to gain the gifts these emotions give 
without being controlled by them. There will be a week each on how Jesus expressed the emotions of love, 
anger, fear, grief, and joy. Alongside it, I will be teaching a Bible study that goes into greater depth. The class 
will begin Wednesday, January 13, at noon on Zoom and will continue weekly until February 17.  
 Like always, our annual congregational meeting will be the last Sunday in January. It will be held at 
11:00. The business is to elect officers, hear the budget, vote on the pastor’s compensation. It will be on 
Zoom.  

 Have a Happy New Year! 
             In Christ’s love, Pastor Charlie 



 

From Tarra, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee has the responsibility of recommending members to the congregation for election 
to the Session and Board of Deacons.  We are looking for new members.   
Contact:  Marcy Uhl  at 440-933-6240. 

Cornerstone Preschool 
2021-2022 Cornerstone Preschool Registration is open to the public on January 4th. 

Attention Committee Heads:  Annual Report 
 
The deadline to submit articles to Cindi via email: 
alpresby@avonlakepc.org for the 2020 Annual 
Report is Sunday, January 17. 

Church News 

Greetings ALPC Family!  
I hope this update finds you well.  In the CE corner of the world, we are coming off of our first and 

hopefully only, virtual Christmas worship.  While this was not the Christmas celebration we dreamed of, we 
could still see God’s hand at work as we found ways to connect with families without being able to come 
together in the sanctuary.  Thank you to everyone who contributed a picture, or actor to our Christmas Eve 
service.  In these unusual times we were still able to feature the smiling faces of our members of our church.  
We are grateful for your help.  

We also celebrated the confirmation of 6 of our precious youth over last month.  We are so grateful for 
their passion for their faith and are excited to see how God will use them in our church family as well as their 
own communities. As we welcome the New Year, I am mindful of one of my (many) favorite verses.  
Lamentations 3:22-23 

New International Version 
22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 

I love the idea that God’s compassion, His mercy, is new every Morning.  As we wait to see what new 
things 2021 bring, we can trust that each morning we are blessed to wake up, God’s love never fails, his 
compassion is new every morning.  

I am not sure what the New Year will bring for us in Virtual Sunday 
School.  I know that I will continue to offer chapel that teaches preschoolers 
that their feelings are made and accepted by God, I know that I will 
continue to record virtual Sunday school for 24 families that are learning 
about God’s love online as well as in their homes, but best of all- I know 
that God’s mercy, compassion and love is fresh for each one of us every 
day- No matter the year.    

My prayer is that each of us will find recharge and renewal in the new 
year.  And that each day we will remember the source of our strength, 
whatever comes our way.   

Peace and Love, Tarra Oppewall 



 

 

Worship & Spiritual Life 
 Happy New Year Friends! We’re Praising our Magnificent 
Almighty God who has carried us into this new year! The Peace of 
our Lord be with you - lavishly and richly. 
    We’re thanking God, our great Strength and Sustainer who 
brings us through our fears and challenges. Our great Protector who 
prepares and inspires us to bring help to the down-trodden is at work 
through us. He calms us and restores our laughter as He draws us 
close to Him. He’s by our sides. Always!  
 Not feeling Him? Wondering where He went? That happens 
sometimes. Fling open the doors to Him again with a big “Thank You 
God for____, and for____ and ____! Thank You! Thank You! Thank 
You!” You fill in the blanks. Our thanks and praise open us back up to 
God without fail. He never leaves us. We just don’t see it when we’ve 
closed ourselves to Him, when despair or earthly distractions and 
fears over take us unaware.  
 And how we have needed Him since mid-March of last year 
when we had to start avoiding everyone in order to avoid spreading a 
virus that has been devastating for so many.  
     Have you missed seeing the smiles of church friends? Come 
to the online coffee hour around 11:00 after our worship service 
finishes airing on Sunday. The Zoom invitation for it is in ALPC’s 
weekly email. Pull it up on your cell phone or computer, click on the 

appropriate code and join in a relaxed time to say hello, share laughter and catch up on what others are 
doing. Please try it if you have not yet. It’s worthwhile and we’d love to see you there! 
     And how about giving a phone call to those you used to sit near or shook hands with across the pews 
and aisles when we shared the Peace. Can you picture the smile you’ll bring to them when they hear your 
voice as you ask, “How’re you doing?” Even the shyest among us can get the nerve to reach out just by 
saying, “Jesus be with me.” He’ll deliver you from those fears that try to hold you back. Try saying it. The 
results can be amazing!  
    Here’s a true example of his power in asking him to be with you: Griped by fear and anxiety while 
awaiting my second cataract surgery years ago, lying under blankets on a gurney being slowly wheeled 
forward in a line of gurneys toward the Operating Room doors, I trembled in desperation. Then, when I could 
barely hang on, I recalled the suggestion of Pastor Charlie as he closed his sermon the previous Sunday. 
“This week ask Jesus to be with you,” he’d 
encouraged. I said it in my head, clinging to those 
words, “Jesus be with me,” and drifted off 
relieved.  
    Now here’s the really amazing part: As I 
was wheeled into the OR, an incredible Peace and 
Joy flooded into that space! The doctors and 
nurses looked up at one another in utter 
astonishment, laughing and basking in the 
mysterious presence that arrived with me. I was 
completely out, under anesthesia. I had no 
awareness that that happened. My surgeon told 
my husband and me about it afterwards, 
describing it with awe. That was Jesus’ presence 
with me. Isn’t that amazing and wonderful proof? 
He’ll meet you wherever you are. Believe me. He 
was there! 
 This month don’t miss Charlie’s new series, 
“The Passionate Jesus” as he teaches us how we 
can have more meaningful, honest and authentic Christian lives, by being content with who we are, where we 
are and what we are.   

(continued on next page) 



 

Worship (continued) 
Here are some of the many of the Blessings we’re grateful for 
at ALPC as we look back at 2020: 
 

 God’s presence is with us always and can be felt as we 
worship him from home. 

 Christmas Joy and Cheer were brought to more than 20 
members through Caroling! 

 The Faith, Hope, Love and Peace were beautifully cele-
brated each week leading up to our very special Christmas 
Eve Service.  

 The peaceful glow of hundreds of luminaries surrounding 
ALPC on Christmas Eve  reflected the Love and Peace brought to earth at Jesus birth. 

 Spiritual leadership and inspiration through Pastor Charlie has strengthened our Faith and given us 
tools to live in contentment in all our circumstances. 

 Better ways to record and broadcast our services have been achieved through the talents and time 
generously given by Jay Knox and many others. 

 Our worship services can be seen on Facebook and YouTube and on Avon Lake Community Televi-
sion (ALC-TV) Channel 1024 for Spectrum and channel 22 for WOW at 10am, 6pm and 2am daily. 

 We are so grateful that each week Cindi mails the Sunday bulletin along with Charlie’s sermon to 
members who do not have cable or internet. Although they can’t watch the service, they can read 
Charlie’s message, envision the service, pray the prayers and even sing the hymns, all of which 
helps us stay well-connected to God. 

 Zoom meetings have allowed ALPC groups to continue to put their heads together for important 
planning while staying safely apart. 

 Mission projects are safely continuing to spread God’s Love and Blessings. 

 Wise guidance from our COVID Advisory is keeping us safe at ALPC. 
 

 Wishing you a New Year full of Worship, God’s Grace and Love. 
 
Written by Cris Till who’s grateful to be a part of the Worship & Spiritual Life Committee with Donna Bradley, 
Dave Brunner, Rick Fortney, Margre Lind Mills, Beth Shoemaker, Jeff Spenzer, Pastor Charlie, Marcy Uhl, 
Sarah Waggoner and JoAnn Wainscott. 

Happy Holidays!  It is a busy time of year for sure.  We hope you have enjoyed the 
Christmas services as much as we have.  The 
church has never looked more beautiful.   We 
have many things to look forward to in the new 
year.  We sure are excited!  If you have not yet, 
please send in your pledge card.  Session will be 
working on the budget after the Holiday.  We 
thank you for loving our church as much as we 
do.  
We wish you a Healthy and Happy Holiday. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship 



 

 

From the Director of Music and Arts Ministries 
Epiphany is the season to deeply reflect on the meaning of God’s earthly revelation in Jesus Christ.   

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). 
 
Such a great season we are entering considering the pandemic we are living through … being bathed in 
divine light!  Jesus, born in Israel, is this light, the “light of the world.”  He is the mystery made known.   

Jesus Christ is the mystery of God,  
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:2-3). 

 
Worship’s theme throughout Epiphany (January 3 – February 14) is on The Passionate Jesus.  We will be 
exploring the Attitudes of Christ.  In doing this we will be using the Beatitudes each week exploring attitudes of 
Christ and then finding practical application through additional scriptural references.  Pastor Charlie has 
developed a really wonderful sermon series and I, for one, am really looking forward to each week as it is 
developed.     
 
We have asked a number of visual artists from our church body to share in this time, sharing some of their 
artwork as we reflect on the Authenticity of Christ, Love, Anger, Fear, Grief and Joy.  Once again, I will 
reiterate and ask … if you know of anyone in our church family, no matter their age, who has an interest in the 
arts, please send me an email or give me a call … I would love to connect with you and find ways we can 
encourage each other and serve together through the arts! 
 
This past month, we celebrated Thanksgiving, followed by Advent and Christmas - ‘I Believe Even When … 
Fill The Night with Music and Light’.  In staying separated within our various bubbles, and in worshipping 
virtually, I realize how difficult change is and how things were just not the same this past Christmas season.   I 
hope new traditions were discovered as we found ways to celebrate virtually and possibly in having more time 
than normal to reflect on Christ’s birth and His impact in our lives today.  I would like to thank the Music 
Ministry for their role in worship throughout the Advent / Christmas Season.   The dedication of time and talent 
I am amazed by … meeting weekly through zoom, listening to sectionals and accompaniments, recording 
each piece separately in your own homes.  Thank you.  It is a joy and an honor to be traveling with you 
throughout this journey.   
 
My wife Joan and I began Post-Production in the preparation of our Hymns and Anthems for Worship at the 
start of the Advent Worship Season.  Post-Production is audio editing and mixing, selecting of slides and 
video backgrounds, syncing the musician’s audio with video … it is a process, one musician never dreamt 
would be a primary focus just 10 months ago for keeping the arts alive and vibrant in worship and beyond.  If 
you noticed problems or a definite change from the summer and fall worship season… that is why … a 
learning curve as we began the process in training.  We thank Jay Knox for his vision and dedication of time 
and talent within the Audio/Visual Ministry as he provided a means to enhance our virtual worship week after 
week.   The Worship and Spiritual Life 
Committee has been working alongside Jay 
and are in training as Jay slowly gets to train 
others, wean away from full-time volunteer 
audio/visual extraordinaire, and finds more 
quality time at home and in having the time to 
continue his personal career.  Thank you, Jay 
for your leadership throughout this pandemic! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rick Fortney 
Director of Music and Arts Ministries 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+60%3A1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12%2C+John+9%3A5&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A2-3


 

Session Highlights 
The Session met on December 14 – Highlights of their meeting were: 

 Income was down in November, as expenses were $4,700 more than income. 

 Discussed Session’s responsibility to monitor and direct the church’s investment accounts. 

 Human Resources is in the middle of conducting staff annual reviews.  

 Issues regarding the length of services and uploading them on time have been addressed, and the 
Worship Committee is excited our services are on local access cable TV. 

 “Caroling with a Twist” brought joy to many of our members, and reminded us to remain present for 
each other. 

 An outdoor luminaries display will be set up for Christmas Eve, and volunteers are being recruited to 
set up and take down the decorations. 

 The worship series for Epiphany will be called “The Passionate Jesus.” 

 Quotes for the restroom renovation project and painting the sanctuary are coming in. 

 The Evangelism Committee put an ad for our Christmas Eve services in the Westlife newspaper. 

 The website is being updated, and could use announcements of upcoming events and pictures of 
recent events. 

 The Christmas Joy Offering will be applied to Guatemala Family Development. 

 More parking lot events will be held to collect food and/or warm clothing for the needy. 

 The Sunday School packets Tarra Oppewall delivers in person to our families are very well received. 

 Confirmation via Zoom went well and was meaningful. 

 Stewardship Pledges are slowly coming in, and a follow up letter was sent out. 

 The Presbytery’s stated meetings are well run under Pastor Charlie’s moderator ship.  This time two 
interesting speakers gave presentations. 

 The schedule for annual reports, finalizing the budget, and the annual congregational meeting (1/31 
11:00am Zoom) was set. 

 Christmas Joy is a PCUSA fund for retired pastors. We also have a Christmas offering fund, which is 
going to the Guatemala fund. 

 
Elizabeth Shoemaker, Clerk of Session 

It’s that time of the year when we look for candidates for church 
leadership, which includes Elders, Deacons and Trustees.  We have a 
Nominating Committee who will meet to talk about the leadership 
positions that will be coming available in 2021. 
 
Help the nominating committee with your prayerful recommendations of 
promising candidates for church leadership using the following criteria: 
 

Christian Faith—A personal relationship with God – Evidence of grace and compassion and regular 
attendance at worship. 
General Churchmanship—A member in good standing – Participation in church activities. 
Christian Living in Daily Life—Within the family – At work – In the Community. 
Personal Characteristics and Skills—Cooperativeness – Willingness to learn – Ability to follow through on 
assignments – Openness to new ideas – Maturity of judgment. 

Email your suggestions to alpresby@avonlakepc.org. 

Nominations for Church Officers 



 

 

Church office hours 
The church office will be closed on  

Friday, December 25,  
Monday, December 28 

Friday, January 1 
and Monday, January 18. 

Mission 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am 
  www.Facebook.com/avonlakepc—For the Live service 

Search YouTube for Avon Lake Presbyterian Church Worship  
for the video after the service 

 
(440) 933-6240 

Church email address:  alpresby@avonlakepc.org 
Church website:  www.avonlakechurch.com 

  
Pastor  Rev. Charles E. Swartz     440-522-5484 

Custodian Carl Douglas 
Director of Children’s Ministries Tarra Oppewall    440-915-5817           
Director of Music Ministry Rick Fortney 440-724-7189 
Director of Preschool Julie Erker 400-933-7646 
Financial Secretary Lynn Morway  
Lock-up Custodian Ed Homer 
Maintenance Phil Stryczny 
Office Administrator Cindi Dansizen 440-231-3528 
Treasurer Marcy Uhl 440-724-7000 

"Take the first step in faith. You don't have to see the whole staircase you just have to take the first step"  
Martin Luther King Jr.  

 
Thank you so much for all the support for the mission projects of our church in 2020. 
It was definitely a learning experience and a reminder that faith can help you find a way.  
The Thanksgiving donations will go to LCM for churches that continue to offer no cost meals and 

groceries. Also, a portion will go to CRS (Community Resource Services) for their pantry that serves families 
in Avon and Avon Lake. We will set aside a small portion for any emergency food related issues.  

We are also appreciative of your support of the Christmas Joy and Christmas Eve offering. We are 
thankful for the efforts of Michele Cold, her husband Richard and Kathy Leopold on behalf of the Guatemalan 
families.  This is a continuing mission. 

Our next mission project will be in February.  We are planning to collect soup and crackers for CRS. 
Reminiscent of Souper Bowl donations that started as a can of soup or a dollar. I think a can of soup is closer 
to $2.00 these days.  Details will be published in January bulletins. 

A special "shout out" to the women in the prayer shawl ministry.  They have not stopped creating shawls 
and scarves filled with their prayers of love and healing. This group also continues to support the Columbus 
schools they've teamed with for years. They also shared  donations with some neighbors in Lorain.  Please 
call Barb Lehmkuhl or Carol Nussle if you would like to be a part of this wonderful mission group.   

As part of our Presbytery's commitment to become a" Matthew 24" Presbytery, webinar  sessions have 
been scheduled  with Tod Bolsinger, author, speaker and ordained minister of PCUSA.  He will be leading 3 
webinars in January related to congregational vitality and the changing context in which we find 
ourselves.   Go to the hyperlink for more information on joining the webinars. Perhaps this would be 
especially interesting to members in leadership roles like Session and Deacons.  His recent book relating to 
this topic is Tempered Resilience How Leaders are formed in the Crucible of Change. todbolsinger 

We would love to hear from you. Feel free to contact Beth Janis via bjanis1383@gmail.com or Kathy 

Leopold at 440-242-5086. 

https://www.preswesres.org/todbolsinger

