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Second Sunday in Lent February 28, 2021 

“Into The Dark Wood”  
A Lenten Series 

 

GATHERING MUSIC/PRELUDE      How Beautiful    Twila Paris 

 Setting by Joel Raney 
     Susan Richardson, Flute / Rick Fortney, Piano 

 

THRESHOLD INTO THE DARK WOOD 
       There’s a Path (Gifts of the Dark Wood)      Chuck Bell and Marcia McFee 

 

WELCOME  
Our Lenten worship series is taken from the book, Gifts of the Dark Wood by Eric Elnes. 

TODAY – Join us for coffee hour after the service on zoom. 
                

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 Monday:  Program Staff will meet at 10:00 am on Zoom; Christian Education Committee will meet at 
7:00 on Zoom; Worship Committee will meet at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 

 Tuesday: Prayer meeting at 3:00 pm on Zoom. 
 Wednesday: Worship Committee planning at 2:00 pm on Zoom; the choirs will meet at 8:00 pm on 

Zoom. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Trusted Love, enter our lives and open us to the gifts residing deep within the Holy Darkness of our lives. 
Help us to empty ourselves with every breath. Make room in us so that you might take up residence in the 
very marrow of our bones. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Open My Eyes, That I May See” (OPEN MY EYES) No. 451 
 

Open my eyes, that I may see Glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key That shall unclasp and set me free 

Silently now I wait for thee Ready, my God, thy will to see  
Open my eyes illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
Open my ears, that I may hear Voices of truth thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear Everything false will disappear 
Silently now I wait for thee Ready, my God, thy will to see 

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 

Open my mouth, and let me bear Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare Love with thy children thus to share 

Silently now I wait for thee Ready, my God, thy will to see 
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION / SILENT CONFESSION / ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/avonlakepc


  
CHILDREN’S SERMON     “Meeting God Outside!”    Tarra Oppewall 

 This is My Father’s World  Maltbie D. Babcock, text 
 Franklin L. Sheppard, music 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM    The Yearning Craig Courtney 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Come and Rest (Gifts of the Dark Wood)     Chuck Bell and Marcia McFee 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

HYMN   Beauty from Emptiness  Wimberly 

 (how God turns the chaos and messes in our lives into something beautiful) 
 

You are the God standing in the silence 
Perfect  redemption written on Your mind 
You  are the God composing all creation 

Speaking into nothing, breathing out Your light 
Hallelujah 

 
You  make something from nothing 

Beauty  from emptiness 
When all seems gone You make the way 

You  take all my nothing 
Pieces of my shattered mess 
My story to glorify Your name 

 
You are the God coming to creation 

Laying  down Your life for the sins of Your bride 
You are the God bearing punishment for many 
Buried down in death to make the way for life 

Hallelujah 
 

You make something from nothing 
Beauty from emptiness 

When all seems gone You make the way 
You take all my nothing 

Pieces of my shattered mess 
My story to glorify Your name 

 
You gave Your breath, exchanged it for Your crown 
You conquered death, no grave can hold You down 

Victorious, I can see You now 
You made the way 

 
You make something from nothing 

Beauty from emptiness 
When all seems gone You make the way 

You take all my nothing 
Pieces of my shattered mess 
My story to glorify Your name 

 



  
You make something from nothing (Something from nothing) 

You make something from nothing (You make something from nothing) 
Something from nothing 

You make something 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Philippians 2:5, 7-8; Mark 15:22-38; Luke 17:33 Chris Chase 

 

SERMON   Gifts of the Dark Woods - Gift of Emptiness          Pastor Charlie Swartz 

 

BENEDICTION 
There’s a Path (Gifts of the Dark Wood)      Chuck Bell and Marcia McFee 
 

There’s a path (there’s a path) … and it leads us out together 
To the wood (to the wood) … where the darkness hovers still 
We are sent (we are sent) … and the Spirit goes before us 

God says, “go (God says, go) … be my presence in the world.” 
 

POSTLUDE   Grateful  Mark Hayes 

 Doug Day, piano / Doug Day, string bass 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 
Continued Prayers for Sharon Smucker as she fell and broke her hip.  She had surgery to repair it.  Cards  
may be sent to: 3020 Ashland Avenue, Lorain, OH   44052. 
 
Continued Prayers for Cheryl Dean’s mom, as she is under hospice care at Ames Family Hospice Home in 
Westlake.  Cards may be sent to:  4846 Case Road, Avon, OH   44011. 
 
Continued prayers for Billie Pifer, Marcy Uhl’s mom, as she is under hospice care. 

Continued prayers for Jack Storm. He and Susan are living at Rose Assisted Living.  Cards may be sent to:  
33200 Health Campus Blvd., Apt. 334, Avon, OH  44011. 
 
Prayers for Don Hall as he is in failing health. 
 
Continued Prayers for Barb Hall as she fell and broke her ribs and is recovering at home.  Cards may be sent to:  
14 Campus Court, Avon Lake, OH   44012. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Birthdays this week: 
Sue Maloney, March 4; Joan Metzger, March 4; Mary Jane Camerot, March 4; Dennis Waggoner, March 6; Jim 
Janis, March 6; Jay Knox, March 7; Larry Madson, March 7. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Throughout Lent, we invite you to join us in reading the book that inspired our sermon series; Gifts of the 

Dark Wood; Seven Blessings for Soulful Skeptics (and Other Wanderers) by Eric Elnes. This book will 

complement our Sunday worship.  Each week our bulletin will offer reflection questions from the book that will 

correspond with our sermon series.  We will meet on March 31st at 7pm via zoom to discuss the book 

together.  We hope you will follow along throughout the next several weeks, and that you will join us on the 31st to 

discuss what we have learned together.  This week’s question is:  When we let go of the fear of our 

imperfections and we trust that God will fulfill our needs, we will find that God has great plans to use us 

for his purposes.  How has this been true in your life? 



  
Sherry Thompson, who is a Deacon of our church, is offering to assist any members who may need help 
getting appointments online for the COVID vaccine by registering them.  Please contact Sherry at 440-522-6613. 
 

Cleveland Public Theatre’s Y-Haven Theatre Project will be available on Cleveland Public Theatre’s Facebook 
and YouTube pages, March 19-21. The program will feature the stories of people who have struggled with 
homelessness.  The Presbytery Ministry Advocating with Homeless Persons will be hosting a discussion following 
the final performance on March 21 at 7:30 via Zoom. You may register at the bottom of the link that provides the 
details needed to view the production. http://www.preswesres.org/yhaven     Beth Janis Mission Committee 
 
 
 

http://www.preswesres.org/yhaven

