
 

Volume 19, Issue 5 
May 2021 

“Friends in Christ, Serving 
Together with Love” 

All worship services are still being recorded and ready to be viewed 
on Sundays at 10:00 am 

Sunday, May 2—Communion Sunday 
Sunday, May 16—Spring Clean Up begins at 11:30 am at church 
Sunday, May 23—Pentecost purchase geraniums to fill the Sanctuary with Red 

Monday, May 31—Church office Closed for Memorial Day 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Session approved the following recommendations 3/29/21 

 
NOTES: 

Staff or officers of the church only asks if someone is vaccinated if there is a specific reason to know.  
The church should try to remain as inclusive as possible.  In this light, if the decision of a church group  
is to start in person meetings again, it should be clearly stated that online (i.e. Zoom) attendance is 
completely acceptable and should remain a viable option. 

 

Congregational Visits 
 Both parties can visit outside while wearing masks and maintaining a minimum 6 ft. distance from each other.  Any 

transfer/passing of items should be done outside between the parties involved.  If all parties know they are fully 
vaccinated then they can meet inside, it is their choice. (April 1) 

 
Bell Choir/Instrumental practices and recording instrumental groups 

 A maximum of 20 persons playing instruments can meet to practice and record in the Sanctuary, Narthex or Hart 
Hall.  A maximum of one wind instrument can be played in the group at the time. Everyone wears a mask 
except for one wind instrument player, and everyone stays a minimum 6 ft. distance from each other. (April 1) 

 
Music and song recordings are allowed to continue at True North.  
 
Recording the Service in the Sanctuary 

 A maximum of 10 persons can meet in the Sanctuary including one person in the sound room during the 
service recording.  (If two people are fully vaccinated, they can work in the sound room.) Everyone wears 
a mask except for Charlie or another speaker.  Only one person at a time can be mask less in the 
Sanctuary.  Everyone stays a minimum 6 ft. distance from each other. (April 1) 

 
Church Group meetings/Elders/Deacons    

Officially sanctioned church meetings (those doing the work of the church such as committees, session, deacons) 
must meet on church property, when not meeting virtually, and follow all group guidelines.  

 (Begins May 1) 
 
Up to a maximum of 20 persons can meet in the church, after Cornerstone hours, preferably in Hart Hall, and 

smaller groups can meet in the Narthex at any hours. Everyone wears a mask and everyone stays a minimum 
6 ft. distance from each other, no tables, only chairs. (Begins May 1) 

  At least 6 foot minimum distancing be maintained at all meetings at this time. 
 Youth group can resume (masks, 6 foot distancing).  
 Preschool distancing for students is 3 feet.  

 
Reopening church to in-person service guidelines 

The Worship and Spiritual Life committee will target Sunday July 4, 2021 as the first Sunday to hold an in person 
worship service at the church. We will work toward that goal. 

The COVID Advisory Group will review and recommend guidelines for this first in-person church service by  
 June 1, 2021. 



 

 

       FROM THE PASTOR/ Charlie Swartz 

   Dear Friends, 
Last Tuesday I got my final vaccination, which will make me fully immunized 
Tuesday April 27. Like a tiny minority, my immune system’s robust response to 
the mRNA COVID19 vaccine made me spike a fever and feel lousy for a few 
days. In that period of malaise, I watched a lot of TV, ate soup, and — typical of 
many men when mildly sick — complained a lot! My sweetheart wife gave me a 
lot of sympathy. It gave me time, though, to read some good writing. 
 I read that little letter in the New Testament, I John. It is a great one to 
read when you do not feel too good because it is short and does not require 

much of an attention span. If you want to think about thoughts that take you directly to the core message of 
our faith, then I suggest thinking upon that sweet little letter. Let me share some words from First John that I 
found meaningful.  
 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in ourselves,” (I John 1:8). 
One of the things we have had the opportunity to learn about this past year is our participation in the sin of 
racism. For instance, I have had my eyes opened to benefits that I have enjoyed my entire life and 
understand now that some of them came to me at the expense of people of color. I can choose to close my 
eyes, and say that I have no part in this sin, but if I do I deceive myself, and have to deny the evidence of 
truth presented to me daily. John tells me that I need to acknowledge my sin, for that is how I live in Christ’s 
truth. 
 No shame. John teaches us that the maturing life of a Christian is that of accepting that we sin as part 
of being human. No shame to realize that we are enmeshed in networks of  sin that existed before we were 
born. What John urges is to accept that I need to seek Christ’s holiness and need to continue to grow in right-
living and right-acting.  
 “Those who have been born of God do not sin,” (I John 3:9). This seems to contradict John’s first 
statement, quoted above. This takes deep understanding. What John means in this second statement, is that 
if you know an action is a sin, and yet you happily do it, practice it, teach it to others, then that is incompatible 
with a faith driven life.  
 Do you see how this is completely different than the first situation? John asks us to search our lives, 
knowing that we will do things injurious to other out of ignorance, or out of a moment of passion, and that we 
then need to confess the wrong and seek forgiveness and transformation. He explains that if we want to be in 
Christ’s Spirit, then we cannot continue to do the things that we know are sin. For example, I know it is wrong 
to lie about my enemy, but if I do it all the same because I enjoy making her life painful, then John says that 
does not exhibit the spirt of the Lord, but the consciousness of the devil.  
 “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God, everyone who loves is born of God,” (I 
John 4:7). What does John say shows that we are born of God? Love! John keeps the faith very simple. He 
reduces the theology, faith, and ethics down to this one aspect of Jesus’ life: love. So many over so many 
years have turned back to this letter of John because of the direct simplicity of this message. Confused about 
how to live and act in a confusing time? Just take our actions back to this simple call to love. Evaluate our 
actions by this simple equation: is it loving? 
 “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love,” (I John 4:18). At the Synod worship service after Easter, 
the preacher explained this verse in a way that made new sense to me. She said that often we are afraid of 
others, not because we are afraid they will seek to hurt us, but we are afraid that their talent or skill will take 
attention away from us and that then we will suffer. Do we not see 
that dynamic play out in families, or in the workplace, or even at 
church? The antidote is love. Love tells us we do not need to fear 
the success of others, that there is enough love to go around! 
 If you learned from this tiny reflection on this tiny book, I 
would encourage you to go the source and ponder I John. 
 
In Jesus’ LOVE, 
Pastor Charlie 
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From Tarra, Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Please remember that during COVID 
times, members and parents are not 
allowed in the Cornerstone hallways 
during school times (Monday through 

Thursday, 8:00—3:00 and Friday, 
8:00—12:30 pm) without permission 

so as to keep our children and 
teachers safe. 

Greetings Church Family! 
 

Did you know that May 3-7th is teacher appreciation week? 
Over the last year I have felt overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
work of teachers everywhere.  But this month, I want to 
specifically recognize the amazing work of the Cornerstone 
Teachers working right here in our own building.   

While our building has been closed for worship, families in the 
area have still experienced the hands and feet of Christ through 
Cornerstone teachers Tina Folds, Mary Jo Franke, Dawn 
Crannis, Jan Smith, Kim Baroni, Holly Walton, Shannon Krecic, 
Mindy Thomas, Lindsey Tate and Director Julie Erker.  This 
incredible group of women have created a welcoming, loving, and 
enriching space for children to grow and families to be supported 
during an unprecedented time.   

COVID has brought so many changes to the Cornerstone 
teachers and yet they have risen to every challenge.  From 
recreating drop off procedures, restructuring their classrooms, 
teaching classes virtually, and following all safety protocols, they 
have adapted amazingly.  

After creating a safe environment, the real magic happens in 
the classrooms.  I watch teachers joyfully celebrate special 
moments in their students’ lives.  I see teachers offering 
compassionate care to students who are struggling.  I see 
teachers trying new ideas, like zooming with a professional artist 
during class to enrich their students’ experience.  I see teachers 
keenly observing their classes to assess where each child needs 
assistance. 

 Regardless of the daily pandemic news, in this building love, 
laughter, and learning are the themes lived out daily.  Each 
classroom is simply a haven of love and joy.  Each teacher has 
their own way of bringing out the best of the children in their care.  
Our teachers meet children where they are in their development 
and then gently guide them to grow socially, physically, 
emotionally and academically.  AND they do this all while making 
it so much fun for the kids!    

I am so grateful for the Cornerstone teachers; they overcame 
so many unknowns when returning to teach this year.  They 
adapted to all the unpredictable changes that COVID brought 
their way.  They supported 
each other and their 
students, and Avon Lake 
Presbyterian Church has 
been blessed by their 
outreach.    God Bless our 
Teachers everywhere, and 
God Bless our Cornerstone 
Teachers.  

Tarra Oppewall 



 

 

Church Finances 
So far this year (through March), our income is ahead of budget and our expenses are below budget. 
However, since several people have already paid their yearly pledge, giving will level out as the year 
progresses. Please continue to support our church through giving through your bank, online giving or mailed 
checks. Here is the link for online giving: Give (simplegive.com) 
 
            March YTD Actual     YTD Budget 
Income: 
Congregational Giving $82,290 $71,447 
Other Income 5,082     6,225  
 Total Income $87,372 $77,672 
 

Expense: 
Staff Expense $53,829 $54,674  
Worship & Spiritual Life 1,174     2,000 
Christian Education 361     1,619 
Stewardship & Mission 1,375     1,250 
Property 12,812   11,986 
General Expenses 5,565     6,238 
Youth Mission Trip  0     2,250 
Per capita Expense 11,181   11,181 
 Total Expense $86,297 $91,198 
 

If anyone has any additional questions about our 
finances, you are welcome to ask Marcy Uhl, 
Treasurer or myself at any time.  
 

Cheryl Dean, Finance Committee Chair  

Restroom Renovations 
The renovations to the restrooms in the older part of the building are scheduled to 
begin at the end of May. Last year, we held a capital campaign to raise the funds for 
this project and several thousand dollars was raised at that time.  
 
Now that the project is about to begin, we are requesting additional funds to help 
complete the project.  
 
Any funds not raised will be taken from our savings account. The difference between 
what we have raised so far and the estimated cost is approximately $30,000.  
 
Thanks in advance for any additional help you can give! 
 

Jim Janis, Property Chair 
Cheryl Dean, Finance Chair 

https://my.simplegive.com/app/giving/avon3234200


 

Worship and Spiritual Life 
“Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge Him. As surely as the sun rises, He will 

appear; He will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
Hosea 6:3 

 
As I was preparing this article, I came across this verse. It spoke to me on many levels. I immediately thought 
of the many beautiful days that we have already experienced this season. So very unlike most Northeast Ohio 
springs, we have had an abundance of sunshine mixed with our spring rains. The sparkling light illuminating 
the beautiful colors of the season is such a gift to behold. For me, relishing such a sight is a way of knowing 
that God is around me; it is one way that I can, as it states above, acknowledge my Lord and His goodness. 
 

This verse also brought to mind Charlie's new sermon 
series, “Just As He Told You.” In this series we are told 
to recognize, pay heed to, and acknowledge Jesus’s 
words. He has provided us with guidance in the form of 
his teachings. It is up to us to embrace them. The 
backdrop for this series is designed to guide our eyes 
inward, from the vibrant red of the edges to the white of 
the center panel and up to the cross, encouraging us to 
think of Jesus and his words. Books from our church 
library rest upon the table as further encouragement to 
read and to learn. The small stack in front of the candle 
at the right are Bibles from former pastor Al Hart’s 
personal collection, a touching way of linking our 
church’s past and present. Each sermon in this series 
will lay out for us words that we may have forgotten or 
are learning anew and will offer us a path to follow to live 

in His way. 
 
About paths...we have just concluded our series “In the Dark Wood” that took us down many emotional paths. 
We hope that you were moved by the series, as well as the Holy Week services and our beautiful Easter 
service complete with a sunrise over the lake and a wood in bloom! All services, including the recorded Zoom 
services of Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday, are available on the church Facebook page or YouTube 
account. The Synod service broadcast the Sunday after Easter, which features a very interesting bread 
making sermon, is available on both internet platforms as well. 
 
The new series will conclude on Pentecost. On this day we would love for the sanctuary to be adorned with 
vibrant red geraniums! These flowers will be offered for sale to the congregation! They may be purchased in 
honor or memory of a loved one and may be picked up following the recording of the Pentecost service. An 
order form with more details is also included in this issue of Saint’s Alive. 
 
We are excited to have a goal of reopening to in-person worship July 4th! The Worship and Spiritual Life 
Committee is working with our COVID Advisory Group to make this goal a reality. There are many details to 
be worked out and we plan to have more information in the next newsletter. We still plan to live-stream our 
service as well for those who would prefer to watch from home or who would like to view the service at a later 
date or time. 
 
For those who would like to connect with others in the church family before July 4, please join the Zoom 
fellowship following the broadcast of the service each Sunday morning, starting around 11AM. The Zoom link 
can be found in Cindi’s weekly email along with the link to the bulletin. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please contact any of us listed below: 
Submitted by Sarah Waggoner on behalf of the Worship and Spiritual Life Committee: Donna Bradley, Dave 
Brunner, Rick Fortney, Margre Lind Mills, Pastor Charlie, Cris Till, Beth Shoemaker, Jeff Spenzer, Marcy Uhl, 
and JoAnn Wainscott. 



 

 

Evangelism Committee 
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Amelia Waggoner May 1 

Alan Wainscott May 6 

Carly Wiedl May 9 

Dave St. George May 10 

Marian Conn May 13 

Dick Francis May 16 

Kathy Leopold May 18 

Kyle Burr May 18 

Nancy Baldwin May 19 

Abbe Linick May 22 

Sandi Ciarrone May 24 

Phil  Stryczny May 24 

Beth Swartz May 27 

Eric Domin May 30 

 We have transitioned our church 
website to a new template with a fresh, 
undated look.  Work is still progressing to 
get everything set up as we’d like.  During 
the migration, the link for online giving had 
been lost, but we were able to reactivate 
this link in April.  The banner for Pastor 
Charlie’s new sermon series is now being 
featured on the website.  Please encourage 
all committees or small groups to submit 
photos or dates of upcoming events to 
Susan Reighard (reighard4@gmail.com) to 
be shared on our website. 
 Because of  restrictions from the 
COVID Task Force regarding meetings and 
activities, and on passing out the church 
flyers and only tossing candy, the 
Evangelism Committee has decided to not 
participate in the Avon Lake Memorial Day 
Parade this year.  We hope to join in future 
Avon Lake City parades and activities when 
COVID 19 is less of a health concern to our 
church members and members of our 
community.     
 Our church Easter and Holy Week 
information was represented in a beautiful 
article in the West Life Newspaper on 
March 31, 2021.  We extend our thanks 
again to Beth Shoemaker for the graphic 
design and Margre Mills for the information 
that was included.   
 We continue to send birthday cards 
to every member of our church family and 
the cards will soon be submitted to the 
office for all who have a birthday in 
May.  We also plan to prepare more “fairy 
hearts” and deliver them to those who may 
not have received one last summer, might 
be dealing with some difficult situations, or 
would just enjoy a symbol that we are 
thinking of them and send our best wishes 
and love. 
 
Respectfully 
submitted, 
Barbara Graves, 
co-chairperson 

The rosebud on the baptismal 
font in the Sanctuary of the 
church (on April 25th) is in 

honor of the birth of a son, Elliot 
James Stryczny, born April 7th 

to Jenni and Philip Stryczny 
and happy little brother, Jack.   

 
Congratulations and best wishes!  

Proud grandparents are Beth and Jim Janis 
and Phil and Linda Stryczny.   

 
Cards may be sent to Jenni & Phil at 

31624 Electric Blvd 
Avon Lake, OH   44012 

mailto:reighard4@gmail.com


 

Deacon News 

Coffee Hour each Sunday 

Hello ALPC, 
Time is an interesting thing.  Some distant events seem like yesterday and 
things that happened last week seem like the distant past.  Speaking of time, my 
time is up as a deacon: the last two being the moderator.  Sometimes my first 
meeting on John Weeden’s porch 5 years ago seems like yesterday.  It’s been a 
pleasure serving the church as a Deacon and I will miss working the fellowship 
events like cooking Deacon Dogs for work sessions and pancakes for Christmas 
and Easter.  Cooking with fellow Deacons (and Bill Till) was great fun and I was 
able to develop friendships with new people.  I liked to refer to the breakfasts as 
“The Show” because so many of us worked hard to put it on.  I’ve set up so 
many chairs and tables I could probably do it in my sleep.  Sometimes it 
probably looked like I did it in my sleep…I will miss our lively and fun 
conversations during meetings (Especially when we were in person.  I’m not a 
Zoom fan but it is better than nothing).  I thank all of the Deacons over the years 
who have helped me and made it fun.  Sybil Wendling will take over as the new 
moderator, and brings with her great experience and organizational skills.  
Please show her your support and help whenever you can. 
 

Deacons can help with scheduling a COVID vaccine if you need assistance.  On a personal note I got my 
second one (Moderna) on Monday.  The next day I got all of the side effects and felt like I got hit by a bus. By 
Wednesday I felt fine.  If you need help scheduling a vaccine, contact Sherry Thompson, me or any other 
Deacon. 
 
Nancy Baldwin is leading the effort to reach out to others through Share Your Story which is published in 
Saints Alive!  I encourage you to read those and if you have a story to share, please contact Nancy because 
she is looking for writers and stories. 
 
If you need anything, please contact a deacon: Mike Reighard, Sybil Wendling, Cathy Graves, Mike Ciarrone, 
Shawn Brunner, Joy Harris, Jeff Spenzer, Craig Shoemaker, Sherry Thompson, Sandy Seib, Nancy Baldwin, 
Madeline Waggoner 
 
Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and always pray (Romans 12:12). 

Sincerely,  Mike Reighard, Deacon Moderator 

Join  us after worship each Sunday for a Zoom coffee hour.  We will get together 
around 11:00 am or after the worship service is over.    Zoom  Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3231460155?
pwd=Sm9ZZlRZcE9HMHp4TWRYY0ZlMmo3QT09 

Or, if you can’t Zoom on your computer, (or don’t have a computer,) 
you can call in.  Dial the following number:  1-301-715-8592, then 
when it prompts you for a Meeting ID, dial in 323 146 0155, then when 
it prompts you for a password, dial in 32340. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001idDCnFE0OHqRUmT9G1TQjnie_OJb6zC-5JGzAy-gAKxcB9YYnvm7BED-JsemEoqJxAFYRZOLDufVoBi4uoYymiDHcBfaKK59Ga8hBBKUqfuyPzjYAvgjTHajuvBD4m_4Py8hoYRjFSm_ts6URO7uEnHOxbwZSr3rn-mPodDLaV-q4TNs40JfrvebTNyJGlfiTlrjrj_c0OSbTQFv4CZIsEWsHwAloj8p&c=&
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001idDCnFE0OHqRUmT9G1TQjnie_OJb6zC-5JGzAy-gAKxcB9YYnvm7BED-JsemEoqJxAFYRZOLDufVoBi4uoYymiDHcBfaKK59Ga8hBBKUqfuyPzjYAvgjTHajuvBD4m_4Py8hoYRjFSm_ts6URO7uEnHOxbwZSr3rn-mPodDLaV-q4TNs40JfrvebTNyJGlfiTlrjrj_c0OSbTQFv4CZIsEWsHwAloj8p&c=&


 

 

Session Highlights 

The Session met on April 19 – Highlights of their meeting were: 
 

 Pastor Charlie and the Deacons will resume visitations at people’s homes 
provided both parties are comfortable and observe COVID safety protocols. 

 Giving has been below expenses in February and March. 

 The giving link on the church website is now operational. 

 Donations to the Easter Offering and One Great Hour of Sharing were comparable to or exceeded 
previous years’. 

 Recommendations proposed by the COVID Advisory Group for the Cornerstone graduation and the 
use of wind instruments for rehearsal and recording were approved. 

 Pastor Charlie seeks ideas on how to conduct hybrid (in-person and remote) meetings that adequately 
engage all attendees. 

 Christian Education wants to make the woods accessible for student enjoyment and is consulting with 
the Scouts for assistance with clearing paths and areas. 

 The youth mission trip will be held if there is interest. 

 Cornerstone Preschool signups for fall are higher than ever. 

 Teacher appreciation is being planned. 

 The church website is using a new template and has a fresh look.  Pictures and announcements are 
being accepted. 

 Donations for the LCM summer lunch program will be collected. 

 The Pentecost Offering will support the ALPC youth fund. 

 The drive-through summer Lunch Bunch plans are well underway with the target date the middle of 
June.  

 The wooded areas north and east of the parking lot will be cleaned up of falling trees. 

 The Spring Cleanup will be on May 16. 

 The Worship committee is working out plans for the first in-person worship on July 4. 

 The racial justice taskforce is seeking to expand its conversations with Black people. 
 

Elizabeth Shoemaker, Clerk of Session 

Instructions for connecting with  
ALPC worship on Facebook 

 

 Download the Facebook app onto your smartphone,   laptop or desktop computer. 
   At the search bar, search for Avon Lake Presbyterian   Church 
 Click to go to the church’s page 
 Click the thumbs up to “Like” the page 
 Whenever the church begins a live-stream (or adds a post) you will be notified 
 Click on the video to connect. 
 

Note that you can watch the video afterwards by going to the church’s Facebook page and clicking 
on videos.  Then just click on the one you want to watch. Please contact Margre Lind Mills (440-785-
1160) if you have questions, or  Cindi in the church office (933-6240) and she will have Margre (or 
another church member) contact you with help. 

 



 

Flowers for Pentecost 

Pentecost Flowers  
 
Please complete this order form and return it to the church as soon as possible.  The last 
day to order a geranium is May 17th.  You will find a basket on the counter in the church 
office to collect your order.  Please practice safe guidelines, wearing your mask.  Or return it 
by mail.  Thank you. 
 
Pentecost flower fund (circle one)       $5.00     $10.00     Other ______ 
 
Payment made (check one)  Cash_____ Check_____ Kiosk_____ 
 
Name________________________________________  Phone____________________ 
 
In memory/honor of _______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________  

 Sunday, May 23 is Pentecost Sunday and we will be celebrating our last instruction worship 
series Just As He Told You ---- "BE ONE IN THE SPIRIT".  We are reminded of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.  The Holy Spirit fills each of us with special and different gifts for being the church AND all of 
us together with these gifts can make a difference.  
 
 Red is a bold powerful force of color! Red geraniums will symbolize the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  These red geraniums will herald the Holy Spirit throughout the church sanctuary this 
Pentecost Sunday. 
 If you would like to help celebrate the Holy Spirit, you can order a red geranium to be placed 
in worship on Pentecost Sunday.  The geranium can be in memory or in honor of a loved one.  Your 
tribute will be listed in the Sunday bulletin.   
 

The last day to place an order for a geranium is May 17th.  
 
Please fill out the order form below and bring it to the church (safely wearing your mask) or drop it in 
the mail.  There will be a basket on the counter in the church office to collect your order.   

 
Geraniums can be picked up in the church vestibule May 24th and a few days after.   

 
Thank you.  Worship & Spiritual Life Committee. 



 

 

"Food brings people together on many different levels.  
It's the nourishment of the soul and body: It's truly love."  Giada De Laurentis  

 
Thank you so much for your donations for One Great Hour of Sharing and the Lunch Bunch fund.  
 
Lunch Bunch Re-imagined: We are working on a drive up/pick up meal for  church members on June 17th 
from 4:00-5:30.   This will be a test run for our goal of a free community drive up/pick up meal.  Volunteers will 
be needed  for specific "jobs.”  We are planning to organize into teams so that we can, for example: 4 people 
for food prep working with Bill Till, 3-4 people directing "traffic,” 4-6 people acting as greeters and runners to 
take meals to vehicles.  The team concept is to make sure we can comply with COVID-19 guidelines.  We will 
continue to update you as we finalize our plans.  
  
Summer Snacks: We are glad to be joining other Avon Lake churches to help CRS provide extra snacks for 
the families they serve in our community. Our week is July 11th. We will gladly accept donations beginning 
June 21st. Individual snacks or money are needed so we can fill 50 bags with at least 12 snacks. Food 
donations should be individual non perishable servings. Suggestions include: popcorn, crackers, fruit cups 
(no added sugar), pretzels, baked chips, microwave Mac n cheese, nuts, single serve cereal, granola bars, 
etc. Please make financial donations payable to ALPC noted Summer snacks. Donations may be dropped off 
in the church entryway beginning Monday June 21st.  
 

                                               
 
***We would also like to collect boxes of sandwich size plastic bags without the zipper top for use at drive 
up/take home meals hosted by other LCM churches.   
 
The Pentecost offering is our next Special Offering on Sunday, May 23rd. The portion of this Special 
Offering  that we may designate equals 40% of the total offering.  We  are donating it to the ALPC youth fund 
again this year.  We want to continue to support our youth group in any way we can, especially when 
fundraising is so challenging. Please go to the link for more information  Pentecost 2021 
 
Several people have asked if Leon, a LCM member, is accepting clothing right now. He said they are not 
ready yet, but maybe later in the spring.  
 
The mission committee values your input. Please don't hesitate to contact Kathy Leopold 440-242-5086 or 
Beth Janis bjanis1383@gmail.com, Sue Mabe, Marian Conn, Kathy Navarro, Kathy Hamilton, Michele Cold, 
Jenni Stryczny or Jackie Day.   

Mission Committee 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/specialofferings/pentecost/2021/po21_oh_god_from_my_youth_insert.pdf


 

I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying Spring.  
 
Trees trees, trees. We are currently working on trimming and or 
taking down some trees on the church grounds after our espe-
cially windy weather. Craig Shoemaker has volunteered to 
prune or cut down the smaller trees. We will make decisions on 
other trimming or removal based upon professional bids.  
 

  
Spring outdoor clean up day is set for Sunday 

May 16th at 11:30 
 
Volunteer  rakers, weed pullers, sweepers are definitely need-
ed.  There will be other assorted tasks as well.  We encourage 
you to bring gloves and your favorite yard tools. Bottled water 
will be available. Call Jim Janis 440-522-9496 with any ques-
tions.  
 
We are looking into updating the lighting in the sanctuary.  The 

scaffolding unit we purchased last year has been invaluable.  Our next step is finding a rack to store it con-
veniently inside the shed.  
 
The bathroom renovations are still happening after Cornerstone Preschool dismisses for summer break.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon.  
Jim Janis, Property Chair  

Property Committee 

Please remember that if you are the 
last to leave the building and the 
shed, that the doors are properly 

locked.  If you have issues, call the 
church office 440-933-6240. 

The Summer edition of  
Saints Alive! will be e-mailed on 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 The church office  
will be closed 

Monday, May 31 and 
Every Friday in May 



 

 

Tell me the Stories of Jesus 

What have your church friends taught you? 

April:  What have your church friends taught you? 
 
We are the church.  We are called to love.  Church friends have taught me how important it is to show what 
this love looks like. It’s not a classroom learning event, but rather living as imitators of Christ.  Our recent 
book study on Gifts of the Dark Wood spoke to us about “unexpected love.”  That may be the best kind of 
love as it brings joy to the giver and receiver. 
 
What does love look like?  Below are some observations. 

 Warm greetings to a first Sunday visitor at ALPC. 
 Children being introduced to the God that “made them, loves them and is always with them” 
 Welcoming  people to the lunch bunch and treating all as special guests 
 Sharing musical talents, artistic talents and pitching in to shovel snow if needed. 
 Offering as a labor of love, an alternative to worship in the sanctuary under the most difficult 

circumstances. 
 Focus on keeping our church family safe during the pandemic. 
 One on one inviting others to join in church activities.  
 One on one contacts through phone calls and cards. 
 Celebrating birthdays, new babies, healing and other joys.. 
 Creative efforts to provide a “sunrise” welcome to worship on Easter Sunday. 
 Praying for each other. 

 
*May: For next month (Summer issue of Saints Alive!), thinking about Gifts of the Dark Wood in the recent 
sermon series, “What were some gifts you received in the “Dark Wood” of the pandemic over the last year?” 

I’ve been a member of Avon Lake Presbyterian Church over 50 years.  When I started to attend, people were 
friendly, caring and supportive. From the beginning, I found where I needed to be. The People of ALPC love 
God, his work, helping others through death, sickness, or whatever the need. I have supported the mission 
activities and enjoyed the fellowships all  these years.   
 
I regularly receive blessings from the Community Lunch Bunch events. I pray it won’t be long before we start 
back to all the activities and worship in the Sanctuary.  
 
I was fortunate to be a Deacon Representative for the Path to Faith Healing Services. Dr. Nemeh prayed for 
everyone that attended. God was there. I saw improvement and healing. It was a blessing for all.  
 
Being a Deacon has been a blessing for me.  I have gotten to know a  
good group of friends. I know that God is using me. There are things 
God wants me to do.  
 
COVID taught us all  new ways to worship. Everyone had to work 
through zoom.  No way to stop God as he continues to keep the 
church going!   
 
We all miss seeing our friends in person. One day we will; not on our 
time, but his. Praise Him, praise Him! 
 

Keep the faith, Joy Harris  



 

 It's hard to believe that our school year is almost at an end! The month of April was spent learning 
about spring, the life cycle of plants, frogs, butterflies, and chicks.  
 
 May will be devoted to continuing with spring and getting ready for the end of the school year so that 
we provide the children with closure. We will end the year with Sports Day and a Pre-K graduation parade. 
Please refer to the Cornerstone's calendar for your child's last day of class. 
 
 As in the beginning of the year, we may again be dealing with an issue of separation. This time, 
instead of separating from parents and home, it is separation from teachers and friends who have become 
important in your child's life. In the beginning of the year, we carefully think through integrating children into 
our program. At the end of the year, we need to give thought into helping them transition away from the 
program. Many of the children will be returning to Cornerstone in the fall. Others will be going on to other 
schools and the new world of kindergarten. 
 
      In any event, change is taking place. Children often feel some anxiety, along with excitement, about 
saying good-bye to what they know and meeting new experiences. Often these anxieties are not on a 
conscious level - that is, the child cannot verbalize what s/he is feeling. Instead, s/he may just begin to act 
differently, clingy, wild, or aggressive, etc. In class, we will be talking about these feelings. It will help your 
child if you, too, let him/her be aware that you understand that saying "Good-bye" is both a happy and sad 
experience. Closure is an important process for children and adults alike. In many cases, children are making 
end of the year projects or having a good-bye party. Children may also like to make a picture or card at home 
so their "special" teachers will remember them. If it is possible, parents can take a picture of their child with 
his/her teachers so that the child can look at the picture and remember the happy times at Cornerstone. 
 
      We feel privileged to have spent this year with your family and to have shared in your child's 
development. Our very best wishes for a healthy and happy summer.                 
                               
Love,  
Julie Erker 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

May 19 & 20-Last days of 
school (Sports Day) 

 
May 20—Pre-K Graduation 

Parade 

PS -It’s time to sign up for the July 
Summer camps at Cornerstone now! 
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The days are filled with freshness … new spring colors, hope for this pandemic to run its 
course, plans for live worship to reconvene in July … truly a time of rebirth, spring has 
arrived! 
 
On Sunday, April 25th, the Chancel Choir sang My Shepherd Will Supply My Need an 
American Folk Hymn. ... The words to My Shepherd Will Supply My Need were written by 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748). He is considered by many as the father of English hymnody. He was 
an English Christian minister (Congregational), hymn writer, theologian, and logician.  Isaac 
Watts is credited with over 750 hymns.  
 
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need is a re-working of the familiar text of Psalm 23.  
The song points to the Lord as our Shepherd who leads us and provides for our needs. 
 
Verse 1 focuses upon the Shepherd: 

My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is His name; 
In pastures fresh He makes me feed, Beside the living stream. 
He brings my wandering spirit back When I forsake His ways, 
And leads me, for His mercy’s sake, In paths of truth and grace. 

 
Verse 2 focuses upon the Shepherd’s presence: 

When I walk through the shades of death Thy presence is my stay; 
One word of Thy supporting breath Drives all my fears away. 
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, Doth still my table spread; 
My cup with blessings overflows, Thine oil anoints my head. 

 
Verse 3 focuses upon the Shepherd’s house: 

The sure provisions of my God Attend me all my days; 
O may Thy house be my abode, And all my work be praise! 
There would I find a settled rest, While others go and come; 
No more a stranger, nor a guest, But like a child at home. 

 
The final stanza in Psalm 23 concludes we will “dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” 

Watts closed with our stay in that place will not be as a  
“stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.”  

 
There are many anthems and hymns written based on Psalm 23.   What is your favorite hymn 
version of Psalm 23?  What is the truth in Psalm. 23 that has blessed you most? 
 
Mack Wilberg arranged this particular hymn setting which we sang.  Mack Wilberg is the 
Director of Music at Mormon Tabernacle.  He is a wonderful composer / arranger.  If you have 
ever been to a TrueNorth Christmas Concert, you are quite familiar with his Christmas Carols 
as we close each concert with a number of his settings.   The TrueNorth Chorale has had the 
opportunity to work under Mack Wilberg’s leadership two different summers at the Berkshire 
Choir Festival. 

From Rick Fortney, Music & Arts Ministry 
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Avon Lake Presbyterian Church 
Officers for 2020-2021 

 
    Class of:      Deacons    Board Duties 

 2023  Nancy Baldwin 47nbaldwin@gmail.com 
 2021  Shawn Brunner shawnbrunner@mjb-financial.com 
 2021  Michael Ciarrone michaelciarrone@gmail.com 
 2022  Catherine Graves cegraves960@gmail.com  
 2021  Joy Harris  hillbillyjane1@gmail.com   
  2021  Mike Reighard  mikeboater23@gmail.com   Moderator 
  2023  Sandy Seib  ssseib@yahoo.com 
  2023  Craig Shoemaker honeypinefarm1@gmail.com   
  2022  Jeff Spenzer  Jspenzer9@yahoo.com 
  2023  Sherry Thompson sherrt1281@gmail.com 
  2022  Madeline Waggoner waggonsr@rocketmail.com 
  2022  Sybil Wendling sybilwendling@hotmail.com 
   
 

Elders    Committee   
2021 Jackie Butrey  jgb363@aol.com   Stewardship 
2022 Cheryl Dean  DBM_games@yahoo.com  Finance 
2021 Barbara Graves bjsgraves@gmail.com  Evangelism 
2023 Penny Helbig  pennyhelbig@yahoo.com  Christian Education 
2023 Jim Janis  jjambo_us@yahoo.com  Property 
2022 Kathy Leopold  leapinleok@hotmail.com  Mission Committee 

 2023   Margre Lind Mills lind-mills@oh.rr.com      Worship 
2022 Susan Reighard reighard4@gmail.com   Evangelism 
2021 Barbara Schweitzer barbschweitz@gmail.com   Stewardship 
2021 Linda Swartz  lindalu256@att.net   Christian Education 
2023  Marcy Uhl  muhl0710@oh.rr.com     Worship 
2023  Matt Wendling  matthewt.wendling@energizer.com Human Resources 
  

Trustees 
2021 Craig Young  craig.l.young@oracle.com 
2022 Jim Janis  jjambo_us@yahoo.com 
2023 Sherry Spenzer sherryspenzer@hotmail.com 
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Everyone is Welcome 

 
Sunday Worship – Our worship service begins on Facebook at 10:00 am 

Join us:  www.facebook.com/avonlakepc 
Search YouTube for Avon Lake Presbyterian Church Worship at 10:00 am 

 
Our worship service is now on the Avon Lake public access channels (1024 for Spectrum and 22 for 

WOW!). Sunday services will begin showing the following Wednesday, at 2:00 am, 10:00 am and 6:00 pm 
and then show every day at those times throughout the week. 

 
32340 Electric Boulevard, Avon Lake, OH   44012 

(440) 933-6240 
Church email address:  alpresby@avonlakepc.org 

Church website:  www.avonlakechurch.com 
Preschool website:  www.cornerstonepreschoolal.com 

  
Pastor      Rev. Charles E. Swartz               440-522-5484 
Custodian AAGG Enterprise, LLC 
Director of Children’s Ministries Tarra Oppewall    440-915-5817           
Director of Music Ministry Rick Fortney 440-724-7189 
Director of Preschool Julie Erker 400-933-7646 
Financial Secretary Lynn Morway  
Lock-up Custodian Ed Homer 
Maintenance Phil Stryczny 
Office Administrator Cindi Dansizen 440-231-3528 
Treasurer Marcy Uhl 440-724-7000 

 
 
 
 

Avon Lake Presbyterian Church  
Mission Statement 

 

In awe, we Receive God’s Grace and Gospel.  
In gratitude, we Respond with Worship and Servanthood.  

In love, we Represent Jesus Christ  
as we minister to transform lives  

in family, community, and the world. 

https://www.facebook.com/avonlakepc/
http://www.cornerstonepreschoolal.com

