
  

Avon Lake Presbyterian Church 
 

www.avonlakechurch.com 
“Friends in Christ, Serving Together with Love” 

 

First Sunday of Christmas                   10:00 am January 1, 2023 
PRELUDE VIII. Noel Etranger Louis Daquin 
 (Sur Les Jeux D’Anches, Sans Tremblant Et En Duo)  
 
WELCOME  
 
THRESHOLD MOMENT Journey of Promises Prologue (VENI EMMANUEL) Joseph Martin 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of God’s goodness and grace has risen upon 
you. 

All: We come like the Magi, following the star of the Christ child. 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your moment has come, and the gory of God’s love and mercy flows through 

you into the world. 
All: We come like Paul, to share the good news that Christ lives among us. 
Leader: Arise, shine, for you are called to be God’s people, and to bring good news and great joy to a 

world that yearns for wholeness and peace. 
All: Let us worship the God who calls us. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (in unison) 
Bright, shining Maker of visions and dreams, the good news of your love lights up the world with 
radiant glory. We see you in rain and snow, in sunrise and sunset, in the smiles and hugs and 
celebrations that greet the new year. Like the Magi who followed a star to welcome the newborn 
Christ, help us follow the star of your love and bring gifts of wholeness and peace to a world that is 
broken and in pain. Share with us the boundless riches of your grace, that we might be bearers of 
your goodness, in the name of Jesus, who is the Christ, now and in the days to come. Amen. 

 
*HYMN    The First Nowell (THE FIRST NOWELL) No. 147 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Read responsively; please take a moment of silence for personal reflection) 

Leader: Holy Protector of all who are in need, the words you place within our hearts shine like a guiding 
star, calling us to show the world your goodness and grace. 

All: Heal us with your steadfast love when we close our minds and shutter our hearts, 
refusing to let your brightness shine through us. 

Leader: You call us to protect the widows and orphans, and to care for all who have no helper. 
All: Restore us in your mercy when we put our own comfort before the needs of others, and 

when we are unwilling to stop the oppression and violence done in our name. 
Leader: You promised to reveal your glory through us and proclaimed that we will shine like the sun when 

the world is lunged into shadows. 
All: Renew us in the power of your Spirit when we refuse to follow the star you have placed 

before us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader:  The Holy One fills us with the brightness of Christ and makes us shine like a star in the deepest 

night. In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader:   Rejoicing in the brightness of God's blessings, let us share the signs of peace with each other. 
 



  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE What Can I Give Him? Don Cason  
  Arr. Tom Fettke 
 What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wiseman, I would do my part; 
 Yet, what can I give Him? Give Him my heart. 
 Yet, what can I give Him? Give Him my heart, give Him my heart.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

*PRAYER RESPONSE Child of Love Tina English 
 Jesus, Jesus, blessed Lord Thou art. 
 All shall praise You, King of every heart. 
 Jesus, Jesus, blessed Lord Thou art. 
 All shall praise You, King of every heart. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 Mark Otterson 
 
*HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (IN DULCI JUBILO)  No. 132 
 
SERMON “What Gifts Do We Bring?” Pastor Rick Stein  
 
*OFFERING/DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow No. 606   
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
HOLY SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

All who profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are welcome at the Lord's table. Please hold the bread 
until all have been served and partake as directed by the Pastor. Likewise, please hold the cup until all have 
been served and partake as directed. Please note that ALL bread is gluten-free and the cup is filled with juice. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Words of Institution 
Receiving the Body and Blood of Christ 
Prayer of Communion 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC DIX Setting by Barry L. Bobb 
 
*HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old (DIX) No. 150 
  
BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Emmanuel Bob McGee  
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel; 
 God with us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel. 
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel; 
 God with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

POSTLUDE Joy to the World (ANTIOCH) Lowell Mason 
  Arr. Chester Nordman 
  Setting by Hugo Gehrke 
   
*Please stand if you are able. 

 

 



  

Welcome to Avon Lake Presbyterian Church! 
 

“In awe, we Receive God’s Grace and Gospel. 
In gratitude, we Respond with Worship and Servanthood. 

In love, we Represent Jesus Christ as we minister to transform lives 
in family, community, and the world.” 

 
As you join us for worship at Avon Lake Presbyterian Church, we hope that you will sense God’s presence, be 
caught up in joyful praise, be challenged by God’s Word and leave strengthened to live for Christ in the world. 
In the event you need to step out of the Sanctuary, speaker systems are in both the foyer and the nursery so 
that you may listen to the worship service.  When leaving the Sanctuary during the service, take care to close 
the door softly.  
 
If you feel you would like a call or visit from Pastor Rick, please contact the church office (440-933-6240).  
 
Please silence cell phones during our worship services. 
Faith is my Telescope, presented by Lynn Bondurant, is being rescheduled for February. Exact dates TBD. 
 
We have changed and expanded our opportunities for church giving! In addition to adding your envelopes 
to the offering plate as you enter or exit the sanctuary for worship, we have a kiosk near the entry in the foyer 
for credit card donations. Or, if you prefer, you can give directly from your pew or at home via the QR code at 
the bottom of your bulletin. Simply open your smartphones camera app and aim it at the QR code. A link to 
SimpleGive, our online donation platform, will pop up; click the link and you will go directly to the giving page 
where you can use a credit card. All transactions are safe and secure. Questions may be directed to our 
treasurer, Marcy Uhl, our finance chair, Cheryl Dean, or any other Elder. If we cannot answer your questions, 
we will find someone who can. Thanks, as always, for supporting ALPC with your Treasure, Time, Talent, and 
Testimony! 
 
All are invited to help Unhang our Greens on Saturday, January 7, 2023, beginning at 10am. Please join the 
Worship & Spiritual Life Committee as we take down and put away our Advent and Christmas decorations. The 
coffee and tea will be hot and the fellowship engaging! 

 
Please keep in your prayers this week… 

 
Bill Gantz hopes to have his tumor removed in the early part of this month. 
Donna Bradley continues her cancer treatments. 
Brenda Hayes, Joyce Bihary’s daughter, had her chemo port removed. She still faces a series of infusions 

over the next few years to help build up her immune system. 
Bill Ferguson, Joyce Bihary’s brother, has Parkinson’s and is dealing with blockages in some arteries. 
Peggy Willis & Joan Metzger can both use continued prayers of healing. 
Eddie-Lou Bush is back home and doing well in her recovery. 

 
This Week at the Church 

 
Monday: Church office closed. Walking Group meets at the church at 8:30am.  
Tuesday: The church staff will meet at 10:00am. Prayer Group will meet at 3:00pm on Zoom. 
Wednesday: Cornerstone Preschool is back in session beginning today. Walking Group meets at the 

church at 8:30am. Handbell Choir will practice in the sanctuary at 6:30pm, followed by 
Chancel Choir at 8:00pm. 

Thursday: Worship & Spiritual Life will meet at 7:00pm 
Friday: Walking Group meets at the church at 8:30am. 
Saturday: Unhanging of the Greens will take place at 10:00am. 
Next Sunday:  Worship begins at 10:00am. 
 
Birthdays: Ken Mohr, 1/1; Fran Asire, 1/3; Mike Richardson, 1/7 



  

Chancel Choir 
 

Dave Brunner 
Ed Carter 

Gail Carter 
Doug Day 
Jackie Day 
Mike Dean 

Clayton Dusek 
Tammy Dusek 

Joan Wojcicki Fortney 
Jeff Hansen 
Ed Homer 

Marcia Lucietta 
Sue Mabe 

Jan Mackert 
Bob Palisin 

Sharon Pervo 

Susan Richardson 
Beth Shoemaker 

Jim Smucker 
Sharon Smucker 

Linda Swartz 
Marcy Uhl 

Sarah Waggoner 

 
Doug Day & Muriel Homer, accompanists 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Today 
 

Greeters Jim & Pat Hough 
Worship Assistant Mark Otterson 
Projections Team Beth & Craig Shoemaker 
Sound Board Mike Ciarrone 
Ushers                    John Mills, Marcy Uhl 
Communion Servers John Mills, Marcy & Gary Uhl, Mary Stein 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
 

Transitional Minister Rev. Rick Stein                            440-846-7343              
Director of Music Ministry Rick Fortney    
Director of Preschool Julie Erker               440-933-7646 
Treasurer Marcy Uhl 
Office Administrator Kenzi Roberts 
Lock Up Custodian Ed Homer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tithes and offerings may be given at any time through SimpleGive and are always appreciated. 
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