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“Friends in Christ, 
Serving Together with Love” 

Pastor’s Passage 

Our  transition  is  now  fully 
underway.  Your  Transition  Team 
has been working quietly behind the 
scenes since prior to the Advent 
Season. As I write this newsletter 
for March, we will have had our 
first  congregational  gathering 
concerning our future.  

As  you  already  know,  the 
Transition Team had asked you to 
think about three questions prior to 
this  gathering.  These  questions 
were: 

1.  What  is  the  one  thing  in 
congregational  life  that 
supports your life and gives 
you  satisfaction?  i.e.  small 
group involvement, worship 
participation, etc. 

2. What is God calling us to do 
as a congregation? Now and 
in the future. What are our 
strengths? 

3. What characteristics do we 
need  in  a  future  leader(s)/
pastor(s)? 

I  have  stated  earlier  that  the 
team  is  also  using  the  ALPC 
ReNewal Study that you undertook 
prior to Covid as a baseline to work 
from. 

I can’t say enough good things 
about your Transition Team. The 
members are: Bill Hamilton, Sarah 
Waggoner, Sybil Wendling, Shawn 

Brunner, Anita Cheriyan, and Craig 
Shoemaker.  We  have  prayed 
together seeking God’s wisdom and 
guidance. We have spent time doing 
our best to discern what direction 
we should go and how to lead you 
on this journey. We believe that the 
Holy Spirit is working through us. 

I have been your pastor for 13 
1/2 months.  I became your full-
time  Transitional  Pastor  in  the 
middle of May, 2022. You might be 
asking yourself, “Why has it taken 
so long to get moving?” That is a 
fair question. I trusted that the Holy 
Spirit would let us know when the 
time was right. That time is now. 
We are now in a  good place to 
move consistently forward. 

When I arrived things were just 
not  right.  The  church  had  only 
begun worshipping in person since 
late summer 2021. You had been 
worshipping online as a community 
of faith, which was very impressive 
and a lot of hard work for many 
people.  

I  am  not  sure  everyone 
understood  the  undertaking  that 
online  worship  took  to  put 
together.  It  looks  very  seamless 
when watching but it was a stressful 
time for those who worked hard to 
make it happen. You were blessed 
to have such a dedicated group that 

made  it 
happen  and 
continues  to 
make it happen. 
They are a special group.  

It was upon your return to in-
person  worship  that  you  were 
informed that Pastor Charlie would 
need to retire at the end of the year. 
To feel hopeful that things would 
slowly  begin  to  return  to  some 
sense of normalcy and be shocked 
by  the  news  about  your  pastor 
leaving was a gut punch. These two 
things,  worshipping  remotely  for 
such  a  long  time  and  Pastor 
Charlie’s  unforeseen  retirement, 
were  very  impactful  on 
congregational life.  

In all honesty, it has taken this 
long to reach the point of “a return 
to normalcy.” Whether you sensed 
it  or  not,  we  have  continually 
moved forward since my arrival. We 
have been “Always on the move…
in God’s time.” 

This is the place where it might 
feel like we are just treading water. I 
have learned, sometimes the hard 
way, that my time and God’s time 
are not always in sync. And waiting 
on God can, at times, be frustrating. 
But as I said earlier, now is the time; 
now is God’s time. 

(Continued on page 10) 

But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 

worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 
 

Matthew 6:33-34 (NRSV) 



  

 

Dates to Remember 

Mission Matters 

April 2 
Join us for Worship at 10:00 am followed by an Easter Egg Hunt with our 
Christian Education Committee. 

2 

“If you could only sense how 
important you are to the lives of 
those you meet; how important 
you can be to the people you 
may never even dream of. There 
is something of yourself that you 
leave at every meeting with 
another person.” Fred Rogers;  
Mr. Rogers day is March 20th. 

Our Easter Sunday Offering 
this year will be used to provide 
meals, groceries, and even fresh 
produce for people in our 
communities. This  includes 
neighbors from  Lorain, Avon Lake, 
Shef f i e ld ,  and  Avon ,  e tc . 
Sometimes, we are able to pack 
lunches and make dinner, but so 
much more is needed. Snacks for 
school-aged kids, supplies like 
seedlings and mulch for community 
gardens, and essentials like hand 
soap, toilet tissue, and bus passes to 
get to work. Envelopes will be 
available at church or you may use 
the one in your weekly offering box. 
As always, you may simply mark 
your check or donation “Easter.”  

One Great Hour of Sharing:  
When was the last time someone 

asked you to help with “Restoring 
Hope, Feeding the Hungry, and 
Empowering the Oppressed?” It 
might have been a year ago when 
we joined people from all over the 
world in supporting One Great 
Ho u r  o f  S h a r i n g .  Th i s 
Presbyterian giving opportunity 
touches people in so many ways.  
Disaster Relief, like the tragic 
earthquake in Egypt, support of 
sustainable farms in places like 
Nigeria, and helping families in 
places like Ukraine “That just want 
to go home.” These are just a few 
areas touched by the donations and 
volunteer  support  for  the 
Presbyterian Church USA special 
offering. Please visit One Great 
Hour of Sharing: https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/stories/ 

Thank you for the donations 
of sheets and blankets for Good 
Knights and Valor Home. There's 
nothing like a new bed and/or 
bedding to help provide a good 
night's sleep! Note: Valor Home 
supports veterans without stable 
housing. Kathy Leopold is able to 
share additional needs and 

information about Valor Home. 
Our spare change collection 

totaled over $245.00! We passed 
this on to the Front Door Ministry 
when Sue Perry shared some insight 
into the missions of Lorain 
Cooperative Ministry.  

We will be packing sixty lunches 
on March 12th and helping Bill Till 
provide dinner for sixty on March 
26th for the  Haven Center Shelter.  
Cookies and desserts are needed for 
both meals. Please call Kathy 
Hamilton (440-320-3711) or email 
(Beth bjanis1383@gmail.com) if 
you would like to help. We are also 
happy to share that Girl Scout 
Troop 51163 will be helping with 
the lunches in March.  Watch for our 
congregation Mission activity March 26th.  

Michele Cold is working 
diligently to find ways we can help 
Ukrainian refugees living in our 
area. She has learned that 
Neighborhood Alliance has just 
been designated the coordinating 
agency for people moving to Lorain 
County.  For now, she recommends 
using a 501C3 to sponsor a family.  

Submitted by Beth Janis 

April 6 
Maundy Thursday’s evening service with intinction will be held at 7:30 pm. 

April 7 
There will be a noontime service in observance of Good Friday. 

April 9 
He is Risen! Celebrate the Holy Day with ALPC! Join us at 6:30 am for 
Sunrise Worship overlooking Lake Erie. Worship will also be held in the 
sanctuary at 10:00 am. 
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Our Mission Statement 
In awe, we Receive God’s Grace and Gospel.  

In gratitude, we Respond with Worship and Servanthood.  
In love, we Represent Jesus Christ as we minister to transform lives  

in family, community, and the world. 

Worship & Spiritual Life 
When you read this, we will be 

in the season of Lent.  Purple is the 
liturgical color for Lent, and the 
sanctuary and other Lent related 
items will feature this color.   

The title of the Lenten worship 
series is “Ready for a Change”.  This 
is appropriate not only because our 
church is facing changes as we 
search for a new pastor, but we, 
both individually and collectively, 
can use this time to face the 
inevitable changes in our lives, 
looking to grow closer to God, 
following Jesus more closely, and 
living in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Of course, these two 
purposes will work in tandem as we 
grow spiritually and move into the 
vision God has called us to! 

Road signs will be used to 
illustrate the topics dealt with in this 
series.  “Change Ahead” will be the 
main one.  When traveling on the 
highway, road signs are very useful 
as we navigate to our destination.  
May this series help us discern and 
navigate the direction the Holy 
Spirit is taking us! 

As in previous years, we will 
have palms for everyone on Palm 
Sunday.  This year, Pastor Rick will 
have us gather in the foyer and enter 
the  sanc tua ry  toge ther  in 
procession, waving the palms, and 
shouting “Hosanna!” 

On Easter, we will gather at 
dawn by Lake Erie to celebrate the 
Resurrection as the sun rises, and 
again in the sanctuary at 10am 

among the beauty of music and 
flowers.  The Deacons will serve a 
breakfast in between to encourage 
our festive fellowship. 

The Elders of Jazz will return on 
the Sunday after Easter to help us 
continue re joicing together.  
Historically, this Sunday has been 
called “low Sunday”, since it 
followed the high of Easter, but not 
at our church!  We get to have 
joyful Jazz that day! 

We welcome feedback on 
worship and encourage you to 
attend one of our committee 
meetings to see the hard and faithful 
work we do to help all encounter 
the presence of God during 
worship. 

Submitted by Beth Shoemaker 
on behalf of the Worship & 

Spiritual Life Committee 



  

 

Warm up with a cup of joe at our Coffee House! Sundays at 10am, worship 
services are live-streamed so you can watch from the comfort of the couch while 

enjoying a hot beverage, a donut, and of course, fellowship.  
 

If you prefer worshipping in the sanctuary, coffee and tea are always available after 
the service. 

Session Highlights 
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The Session met on February 20. 
Highlights of their meeting were: 
 
 At the end of January, we had 

excess receipts, primarily because 
some members pay their entire 
pledge early in the year. Thanks 
to all for their generosity! 

 The per capita payment of 
$9,000 was paid, with about 
$4,000 collected so far from 
members.  Members can still pay 
their per capita to help bring 
down this expense. 

 Options for accounting software 
will be explored now that 
QuickBooks no longer supports 
the version we use. 

 More members are giving using 
the Simple Give kiosk and QR 
code.   

 Two applications have come in 
for the CE Director job, and 
interviews will be held soon. 

 HR will reach out to area 
churches looking for more 
suitable applicants. 

 An Easter egg hunt will be held 
again on Palm Sunday. 

 Two companies w i l l  be 
submitting estimates for the 
furnace replacement. 

 A contractor is being sought to 
remove the overgrown Bradford 
pear trees. 

 Pastor Rick is helping the 
Evangelism Committee update 
the church brochure. 

 The Clerk submitted the church 
statistical report for 2022. 

 Kenzi is making professional 
quality signs for the Ready for a 
Change worship series. We truly 
appreciate her skillset! 

 The organ has been repaired and 
new power outlets for it 
positioned on the sides of the 
chancel platform. 

 The Nominating Committee will 
be seeking members for the 
Pastor Nominating Committee. 

 Pastor Rick and the Transition 
Team will schedule a second 
event for the congregation to 

review the results of the first 
event. 

 A liaison from the Presbytery 
will work with the Pastor 
Nominating Committee once it 
forms. 

 Pastor Rick feels there are a lot 
of positives in our church to 
attract a new pastor. 

 The pictures of the elders and 
deacons in the foyer will be 
updated. 

 Donors to the Youth Mission 
Fund have opted to leave their 
donations in place for a future 
youth mission trip. Thank you 
for such generosity! 

 Amendments to the Book of 
Order, our denomination’s 
constitution, are being voted on 
at the next Presbytery meeting.  
Two of our elders will be voting. 

 
Submitted by Elizabeth 

Shoemaker, Clerk of Session 

Older Adult Spirituality Encore:  

For those of you who were unable 

to attend the Adult Sunday School 

class on Older Adult Spirituality in 

the Fall, Lee Lohr will repeat the 

class starting Wednesday, March 1st 

from 10:30 am to 11:30 am. A 

second session will take place the 

following Wednesday. If necessary, 

we will also meet on March 15th to 

finish the study. If interested, please 

contact Lee at (440) 396-6593 or 

LeelaAnn60@gmail.com so she can 

get documents to you in advance. 

Adult Education 

mailto:LeelaAnn60@gmail.com


 
 

  

Library Updates 
Around Christmas, I put out some books related to the season, which I hope you noticed.  These have been 

changed out with some new books about moving forward in this new year and discovering things about ourselves. 
 

Please visit the library to browse the full collection in a warm and inviting setting. 
 

-Beth Shoemaker, Church Librarian 
 

Here are the books I just put out on display: 

The Year of Living 
Biblically by A.J. Jacobs:  
The author attempted to 
obey the Bible as literally 
as possible for one full 
year. The resulting 
spiritual journey was both 
funny and profound. 

Making a Love that 
Lasts by Jacob Aranza:  
Real experiences are 
combined with godly 
principles in this book 
for teens about the gift of 
sex. 

Live ALL Your Life! by 
Reuel L. Howe:  
Welcome each day of 
your life as an event to be 
lived and enjoyed.  
Explore how to not look 
back in regret or ahead 
with fear. 

The Gospel According 
to Paul by Robin 
Griffith-Jones:  In this 
compelling portrait of 
Paul, who communicated 
the good news of God’s 
actions in Jesus with the 
wider Gentile world. 

Passages by Gail 
Sheehy:  What is it like to 
continue to grow as an 
adult?  Predictable crises 
of adult life are explored 
as great opportunities for 
self-discovery and 
renewal. 

We Are Here Now 
by Patrick Keifert:  
As we enter an era of 
Post-Christendom, 
we can welcome this 
as a new era of 
mission for our local 
church. Jesus our Spiritual 

Director by Wendy J. 
Miller:  Encounter Jesus 
as personal spiritual guide 
and learn how to 
encourage others in their 
sacred journey through 
life in gospel texts 
brought to life.  
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 Our Choral introit for Lent is a 
prayer, both individually and as a 
church. “Awake my soul and sing 
… my spirit rejoice in God!” 
 

My soul will make its boast  in God, 
For He has answered all my cries, 
His faithfulness in me 

is as sure as the dawn of a new day. 
 

Awake my soul! 
Awake, my soul, and sing! 
Let my spirit rejoice, Let my spirit rejoice 
Let my spirit rejoice in God! 
 

 Keith Green’s Create in Me a Clean 
Heart is our introduction to prayer 
response throughout Lent.    
 

Create in me a clean heart, oh God 
And renew a right spirit within me 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, oh 

Lord 
And take not Thy holy spirit from me 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation 
And renew a right spirit within me 
 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within 
me." Psalm 51:10 
It is a heartfelt prayer for God’s 
mercy, cleansing, and 
restoration.  David, our Psalmist, 
not only asked for a clean heart, but 
for a renewed spirit. David asked 
that God restore the joy of his 
salvation. This prayer invites us to 
position our hearts so God can 
shape and refine us into the image 
of His Son. 
 The Lenten Choral Benediction 
is filled with the promise of JOY! 
“And He will Joy over you in song 
… God rejoices over you in Song!” 
 

And the Father will dance over you in joy! 
He will take delight in whom He loves. 
Is that a choir I hear, singing the praises of 

God? 
No, the Lord God Himself is exulting 

o’er you in song! 

God rejoices over you, God rejoices over 
you, 

God rejoices over you in song! 
 

Lenten Worship Chancel & 
Handbell Choir Anthems:  

February 26 
Chancel Choir: Wondrous Love  
March 5 
Chancel Choir: God So Loved the 

World  
Handbell Choir: Near the Cross with 

‘Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed’            
March 12 
Chancel Choir: Thy Will Be Done  
March 19 
Chancel Choir: Surely He Has Borne 

Our Grief  
Handbell Choir: O Sacred Head, Now 

Wounded  
March 26 
Chancel Choir: When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross  
April 2, Palm Sunday 
Chancel Choir: Lift High the Palms!  
Handbell Choir: All Glory, Laud and 

Honor (ST. THEODULPH) 
April 9 - Easter Sunday 
Chancel Choir: On The Third Day 

and Easter Alleluia Canon  
Handbell Choir: Crown Him with 

Many Crowns (DIADEMATA) 
  

 We enter Holy Week with Palm 
Sunday, led by our Handbell and 
Chancel Choirs and guest trumpet, 
Matt Wirfel, as we open the service 
with All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor (VALET WILL ICH DIR 
GEBEN). 
 Duruflé - Requiem, Op. 9 – Palm 
Sunday Concert afternoon, 3:00 
p.m. Concert with the TrueNorth 
Chorale and Chamber Orchestra 
performing The Requiem, Op. 9, a 
1947 setting of the Latin Requiem 
by Maurice Duruflé for solo voice, 
mixed choir, and chamber orchestra 
with organ.  Maurice Duruflé's 

Requiem (1947) created a requiem 
where the main idea is not death 
and scenes of the Day of Judgement 
(as it was with Mozart, Verdi and 
Berlioz), but rather Faith, Rest, 
Peace and Love. Maundy 
Thursday will be a time of 
reflection and prayer once again as 
we reflect on the moments in the 
garden and the last supper. Good 
Friday we will have noontime 
worship and prayer. Easter 
Sunday, both the Handbell and 
Chancel Choirs will lead us 
musically, along with a brass 
ensemble; worship will be filled with 
joy as we celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection. He is Alive!  He is 
Alive Indeed!!!! 
 My thanks to our instrumentalists 
leading us in worship throughout 
Lent! (see chart) 
 

 TrueNorth Cultural Arts: in 
addition to the 4/2 Palm Sunday 
Concert at Avon Lake Presbyterian 
Church, The TrueNorth Chorale 
and Chamber Orchestra will  
perform the Mozart Coronation 
Mass with Choral Spectrum and St. 
Peter Parish on Sunday, March 12th, 
3:00 p.m. at St. Peters in Lorain as 
part of the Masterworks Concert 
Series.    

ALPC Guest Instrumentalists 
2/22 Cecilia-Ilg McKay Harp 

2/26 Joan Fortney Cello 

3/5 Gail & Ed Carter  
Flute, Piano, 
Saxophone 

3/12 Susan Richardson Flute 

3/19 Sherry Spenzer Bassoon 

3/26 
Cathy & Barbara 
Graves 

Flute, Piano 

4/2 Matt Wirfel Trumpet 

4/9 
Ty Hansen, Lilly 
Vanderberg, Doug 
Day 

Brass 
Ensemble 

4/16 Elders of Jazz   

Music Notes      
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/51-10.html
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Using the camera app on your smart phone, aim your camera at this QR code. A link for 
SimpleGive will pop up; click the link and you will be taken directly to ALPC’s online donation 

platform. You can scan the code from anywhere - paper bulletins, wall projections during 
worship, even right here as you read! 

Sunday Worship – Our worship service begins at 10:00 am 
 

Also on Facebook and YouTube at 10:00 am 
Join us: www.facebook.com/avonlakepc 

 
Our worship service is now on the Avon Lake public access television (Spectrum Channel 1024, 

Breezeline Channel 22). Sunday services will begin showing the following Wednesday, at 6:00 am and 
6:00 pm and then show every day at those times throughout the week.  

 
32340 Electric Boulevard, Avon Lake, OH 44012 

(440) 933-6240 
 

Church email address: alpresby@avonlakepc.org          Church website: avonlakechurch.com 
 

Preschool website: cornerstonepreschoolal.com 
 

ALPC Staff 
 

Please note: 
Saints Alive! articles for the April Issue are due to Kenzi at alpresby@avonlakepc.org by Sunday, March 26. 

Rick Stein Transitional Pastor 

Rick Fortney Director of Music & Arts Ministries 

Marcy Uhl Treasurer 

Kenzi Roberts Office Administrator 

Julie Erker Director of Cornerstone Preschool 

Ed Homer Lock-Up Custodian 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Wednesday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Thursday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Friday 9:00am - 12:00pm 

 
Office may be briefly closed during these 

hours for lunch. 

 
Pastor’s Hours 

 
Monday 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Wednesday 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Thursday 9:00am - 2:00pm 

Everyone is Welcome! 

https://www.facebook.com/avonlakepc/
http://www.cornerstonepreschoolal.com


  

 

Happy Birthday! 
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Circles & Groups 



  

 

If Jesus fed the 5000 today... 

(Continued from page 1) 
The church is in a very good 

place to truly begin a search for new 
pastoral  leadership.  There  is  a 
renewed energy (the Holy Spirit?) 
that  permeates  our  congregation. 
The  smiling  faces  and  the 
unmistakable joy that people show 
on Sunday mornings is fulfilling. It 
feels so tangible you can touch it. 
The love we show each other, even 
though  we  might  have  differing 
opinions  on  issues,  is  real. 
Attendance  continues  to  slowly 
grow. Sunday mornings finally feel 
normal again. 

Our  outreach  ministries  are 
awesome. More and more people 
are getting involved as time goes 
on. We are again impacting the lives 

of many people outside the walls of 
our church. 

Our stewardship campaign was 
highly  successful.  We  are  sound 
financially.  

We live in a vibrant community 
and region of the country.  

Yes,  we  have  an  aging 
congregation. But when you look at 
the church statistics, we have a large 
number of people on our rolls that 
are  between  the  30-50  year  old 
range. We need to do a better job of 
reaching out to them. Something 
like this is not just the job of the 
pastor.  

Many of the “filled out” hearts 
on the bulletin board in the narthex 
say  our  church  is  like  a  family. 

Family members check in on those 
who have been absent. 

We still have work to do as a 
congregation as we prepare for new 
leadership. But we are in a good 
place now. There are many positives 
that will make our church attractive 
to whomever God brings to us. I 
trust  God  will  bring  to  us  the 
leadership  we  need.  We  must 
continue to be patient, to believe 
and trust in God’s time. 

Exciting days lie ahead and I am 
forever  grateful  that  God  is 
allowing me to be a part of your 
journey. 

Blessings, 
Rick  

It’s all Fun and Games... 
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Pastor’s Passage, continued 
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